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...Our 
Provider 
is never 
late to 

accomplish 
His plans.

to see Mongolians 
building and restoring 

famil ies, churches, 
and communities

Sports ministry is an incredible oppor-
tunity to impact the lives of youth, 
especially youth guys. This opportunity 

came to a halt with Covid. Now with restric-
tions becoming a thing of the past we saw 
our window of opportunity reopen to us. In 
the Spring of 2022, we were able to return to 
Mongolia after an extended leave.

In preparation to return we created goals for 
our work as we restarted what had been shut 
down for two years. Some of these goals felt 
like wishful thinking; some were based on a 
calling that we were feeling in our heart; but 
what would we find when we actually arrived 
and interacted with the community? Would 
they want what we felt called to offer?

Upon arriving we were met with warm wel-
comes. It felt good to be back, to be home 
again. Every time we went to town we bumped 
into folks we had not seen in a long time and 
relationships were rekindled.  We began seek-
ing direction for the community. At every turn 
we found support and confirmation that sports 
ministry was still a wide-open opportunity in 
Chinggis City. At the same time, my faith was 
weak some days. Would the hockey team we 
had two years ago come back together? Could 
I find the extra staff I needed to make it all 
happen? Would we be able to promote and 
create a team of younger guys?

We were given an opportunity, now it was our 
responsibility to take a step of faith and move 
out following the pillar of cloud by day and fire 
by night. I sent out emails and a newsletter 
making the need for hockey coaches known. 
I put out the word that we were looking for 
a Mongolian partner in sports ministry. Long 
story short we soon had a passionate young 
Mongolian man on staff and two coaches on 
the way from the US to Mongolia. Still my 
faith wavered at times. What if all this staff 
recruited was met with a low sign-up for the 
hockey season?

It’s now March and the snow and ice has 
melted and we can look back at our hockey 
season. The amazing provision was equally 
met with perfectly ordained registration. We 
were sent a group of 15-year-old guys with 
open hearts to train for hockey and life. Most 
had been from our previous team but with a 
few new ones. Also after promoting ice hockey 
for 10-12 year olds we recruited a new team 
of about 18 guys.

I keep learning the same lesson over and 
over. Be faithful to listen, faithful to obey, and 
wait patiently for the results. Our Provider is 
never late to accomplish His plans.

by Les Ebersole  



My First Impressions in Mongolia by Agi Rowe  

I cannot believe that we have been here in 
Mongolia for almost half a year. Time has 
flown and at the same time it feels like we 

have been here forever.

Jesse (my husband) and I came here on a 
vision trip in 2017, to confirm our calling to 
this wonderful country. We experienced a won-
derful welcome and longed to bring our chil-
dren back with us, to move here. The journey 
leading up to our move went on a lot longer 
than we expected. Six years later here we are. 
Praise the Lord! And boy, how amazing it was 
to put our feet on Mongolian soil, after reading 
about it, watching many videos, and talking 
and praying about it for so many years.

After an initial short time in Ulaanbaatar 
we have moved out to Khovd, in Western 
Mongolia. This province city is a small place, 
but it has everything you need. We had some 
awesome friends who guided and helped us 
prior to and after our move, with our settling 
it. It really helped to know there are other 
expats here who can be our cultural guides 
helping us with the initial confusion of culture 
shock. We can honestly say though, that the 
culture shock has not been as shocking as we 
thought it might be. (Though the locals might 
think otherwise about us!) We are blessed and 
loved by the hospitality of those living around 
us. We got picked up and driven around by 
many strangers before we had a car. Any car 
is a taxi, and when you live out in the sticks it 
really helps. We cannot remember being hun-
gry for a few months either! The food is won-
derful and even the children found things on 
the local menu that they enjoy. It takes time 
to get used to new things, and we are trying 

to navigate how we can give ourselves and our 
children room to get used to the flavours of 
food (and life in general), but at the same time 
we don’t want to offend anyone. This can be 
tricky to navigate but our apologies have met 
gracious hearts and we’ve been let off the hook 
many times.

Getting used to a new place takes time. We 
certainly knew to expect to be cold! As the 
readers probably know about the harsh winters 
of Mongolia, we were prepared for that men-
tally for sure. We brought some winter gear 
with us, but the best way forward is just to 
watch and learn how they do it here! We were 
amazed at the local second-hand market and 
purchased the best coats and boots there. We 
were also positively surprised how we weren’t 
really cold that much. We stayed indoors a lot 
in the winter but we did not say no to a short 
walk around our neighbourhood in the wonder-
ful sunshine under the eternal blue sky.

The language is pretty difficult! We expect 
to be learning for many years before we can 
make a meaningful conversation. However, our 
teachers are very capable and gracious and 
we are glad that we can get by in the market, 
asking for prices, and we even understand the 
answer! We need to celebrate the little wins 
and be aware of our limitations. We are get-
ting used to being more dependent again as 
adults, after having been capable independent 
grown-ups “back home”. We are learning day 
by day to rely more and more on our Creator 
who guides us through life day by day. May His 
name be glorified through our little wins in our 
new kind of life here in Mongolia.

We are 
learning 

day by day 
to rely more 
and more on 
our Creator 
who guides 

us through life 
day by day.



The aid 
received 
brought 
hope!

March 1 and 2, an extended part-
nership through Family Agricultural 
Resources Mongolia NGO, involving 

the Governor’s Offices of Tuv province, 
enabled JCS to be involved in relief efforts 
for Bayantsogt soum (120kms west of 
UB) and Erdene soum (100kms east of 
UB).   Assistance in the form of fodder for 
the animals and some basic food supplies 
for the families was granted for a total of 
100 herder families affected by severe 
dzud (harsh winter). Each family received 

about 100USD worth of supplies: 25 kgs 
flour, 5 kgs rice, 1 liter cooking oil, 1 brick 
tea, 5 bales of hay, 5 sacks of fodder.

The Chair of the Tov province Citizen’s 
Parliament expressed appreciation to 
FARM and JCS for responding to the 
request for aid for these two soums. 

The aid was distributed at a time when 
they are just beginning to have animals               
giving birth. The aid received brought hope!

JCS Dzud Response to Herders 

E-prayer

Would you like to receive 
the JCS weekly E-prayer?

If so, please write to 
communications@jcsintl.org

 PRAY
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