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 “Be still 
and know 
that I am 
God, I will 
be exalted 
among the 
nations, I 

will be 
exalted in 

the earth.” 

 

Covid Reflection: Waiting Time is Not Wasted Time                                                 
                   by Kwai Lin Stephens                                     

 When Bill and I left Mongolia for our five-month 
home assignment in Dec 2019, we had no idea 
what uncertainties and limbo we would be facing! 
Our plans of returning were dashed again and 
again! The five-month turned into twenty-months 
of waiting patiently and impatiently! Learning to 
trust God’s timing day after day with delays were 
difficult lessons. 
  
Early on, we were thankful for the lockdown, 
isolation, social distance, and restriction of 
travel.  These regulations gave us extra time to 
rest, slow down, and we feel refreshed. Before 
long, there was no shortage of work, our “office” 
was confined to the 13-inch laptop screen, and we 
quickly adjusted to working in cyberspace. It felt 
like open borders crossing many time zones! 
Often, we found that waiting time soon became 
“not enough time” to get everything done and we 
needed to intentionally create boundaries on 
“screen hours.” 

  
Waiting and Watching 

Waiting is daunting, but it also can be “full of 
expectation” and “intentional preparation.” Our 
waiting time helps us to “keep watch so that you 
will not fall into temptation” (Matthew 26:41); and 
“Watch and pray, for the days are evil” (Eph 5:16). 
In waiting, we re-focus our eyes on Jesus; His face 
that shows us that He is patiently gracing our path 
with His everlasting love. Waiting allows us to 
repent and shed our “garb of busyness” and find 
rest in Him. Isaiah said, “The Holy One of Israel 
says, ‘In repentance and rest is your salvation, in 
quietness and trust is your strength. ...’ (Isaiah 
30:15.)    
 

 

 

Waiting and Working 

In those months of waiting, we had intentional 
“Keep Watch.” Watching is a way to discern God’s 
work. In understanding God is at work, we came 
into intentional partnership and preparation to do 
His will, not our wishes. “Therefore, keep watch 
because you do not know when the Master of the 
house will come back” (Mk 13:35). As we kept 
watch, we realized that our waiting is not passive 
and doing nothing! It is active, intentionally 
putting our calling, gifting, and skills to work, 
eagerly anticipating His return. And yes, He will 
return. 
  
Waiting and Worshiping 

As we watch “God is at work,” and we inevitably 
shout praise and worship to a true and living God. 
No isolation, closed borders, or travel restriction 
can limit or confine GOD. God is beyond and 
transcends borders, COVID, war, flood, or fire, 
and cannot hinder His eternal purpose! “Be still 
and know that I am God, I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth”              
(Ps 46:10). That is our God, at work.  
  
Conclusion 

As we reflect, we realize that “waiting time is 
never wasted time.” In our world we pride speed, 
efficiency, and results. We can lose sight of God’s 
way of slowing us down, inviting us into rhythms 
of waiting, where work becomes a form of 
worship.  
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This month we are so grateful to have fresh air, fellowship and fun time. Plus we had khorkhog 

(Mongolian barbeque). We hope that next time we will have another blessed day with more 

JCS friends. 

 

JCS Calendar 2022  

We have made a JCS calendar 

2022, with pictures of 

Mongolian people and nature.  

It will make a wonderful New 

Year’s gift.  

The price is MNT 17, 000         

/ US$6 / EUR 5 / GBP 5 

(excl.P&P) 

 If you are interested in 

buying some, please write to 

communications@jcsintl.org 

 

 

 

Would you like to receive the 
JCS weekly E-prayer? 

If so, please write to 

communications@jcsintl.org  
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JCS Fall Picnic 

 


