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Thank you  

to those of  you  

who  

donated to  

our  

Emergency  

Appeal  for  

 “dzud   

response”!   

Through  

your 

donations  

we were  

able to  

help herder  

families  

in three  

provinces.  

 

A Bright Future for Everyone                               by Bert Mensert  

 After moving our project Bright Future for the 
street children to a new place, it started to grow 
rapidly. At a certain moment, 30 children were 
connecting with our organisation. So we knew that 
our move had been a good decision. However, 
during the Covid crisis many things changed. We 
tried to keep the door open for the street children, 
but were not always allowed to do so. Keeping in 
touch with our vulnerable children is very 
important, so we want to continue doing that. We 
chose to prepare a hot meal and brought this to 
our children. 

During the harsh winter, we found a shelter for 
two orphans who have no relatives. We were very 
thankful to find a place in the basement where I 
live. It was a safe place to meet; the two boys were 
not alone, because sometimes more children 
joined them. They had a weekly time of fellowship 
and a service on Sunday. It was a joyful moment to 
disciple them, change their hearts, and provide 
care, love and nurturing. 

Currently, we try to keep in touch with the 
parents, but that is often very challenging, because 
they drink alcohol and do not want to take care of 
or bear any responsibility for their own children. 
We keep our doors open, because these parents 
still have a huge negative influence on the 
children. That makes it difficult for us to change 
the attitude of our children. 

We have a carpentry teacher, who can teach 

practical skills and provide good contacts with 

vocational schools, but this is not so effective for 

our boys. 

 

 

 

 

It is possible to say that they are lazy, or that their 
parents have a negative influence on them, or that 
the school system is bad, but the main reason is 
that they have to find someone whom they really 
like and trust to help them get out of this system. 
And that is actually the next step we would like to 
take, through mentoring, discipleship, and 
changing their attitudes and hearts through 
knowing and accepting a Father who will always be 
with them for life. 
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Altankhuyag, his wife and their three children 

currently live in Arkhangai province. When he 

was in Ulaanbaatar, he worked for organizations 

such as World Vision Mongolia, JCS (2001-2006), 

and Samaritan’s Purse. Since 2010, he has been 

working for Agricultural Innovations 

Development (AID) NGO as Executive Director. 

AID runs agricultural and animal projects in the 

countryside (e.g. a sewing project, planting 

fodder, helping herders raise yaks, cows, sheep 

and goats, organizing trainings, and doing relief 

work with local churches). 

When he worked for JCS, he was responsible for 

implementing development and humanitarian 

projects in the countryside. During those 5 years, 

he gained valuable experience, learning how to 

implement projects, how to cooperate with 

others and manage community work, and 

acquiring a basic knowledge of English.  

In the past, JCS and AID partnered to arrange 2 

community development trainings, which was a 

great experience for him. Last summer, a JCS 

team came to see the projects that AID is running. 

Altankhuyag said, “That was a big surprise and a 

great encouragement for me!”  

From December 2020, the severe winter weather 

and the lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic 

have caused much trouble among the herders in 

Bayankhongor, Uvurkhangai, and Arkhangai 

provinces. In some areas, temperatures 

plummeted to -50° C at night! Because of the 

lockdown, herders were unable to get hay and 

could not go to the central parts of their 

provinces, and people in the central parts could 

not reach the herders. Especially the poor needed 

food, medicine, and household items.     

Altankhuyag: “For the relief distribution we 

cooperated with the local government. 1,100 

bales of hay were distributed among 110 herder 

households in 3 soums (provincial districts). We 

also worked together with local churches to 

distribute groceries to 140 households in 4 soums. 

Each household received 10-25 kg of flour, 1-5 

 

When the Arkhangai authorities requested AID to 

provide relief, AID wrote a project proposal and 

sent it to JCS, asking for funding. In January 2021, 

JCS sent 20,000,000 MNT (about US$ 7000) for this 

emergency relief. This was another example of JCS 

focusing on strengthening ties with existing 

partners and accepting new challenges. It provided 

an opportunity to help the needy through a local 

organization with long-term experience.    

Altankhuyag: “For the relief distribution we 

cooperated with the local government. 1,100 bales 

of hay were distributed among 110 herder 

households in 3 soums (provincial districts). We also 

worked together with local churches to distribute 

groceries to 140 households in 4 soums. Each 

household received 10-25 kg of flour, 1-5 liters of 

cooking oil, 5 kg rice, and 5 kg noodles. This is what 

an average household would need for a month.”  

The Governor of Arkhangai province and several 

beneficiaries expressed their appreciation for the 

support by JCS through AID.  

 

 

 

 

Relief in Arkhangai Province                           by Odnoo 

          

Would you like to receive the 
JCS weekly E-prayer? 

If so, please write to 
communications@jcsintl.org  
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