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  COVID-19 
EMERGENCY 

APPEAL

After organizing 

another relief effort for 

50 families living 

at the garbage dump, 

providing them with 

food and hygiene kits, 

we plan to provide more 

relief in the 2nd half 

of the year.  

Donations to our bank 

account with reference 

‘Covid-19 emergency 

appeal’, 

are very welcome. 

please click here for bank 

transfer details:

https://www.jcsintl.org/

to see Mongolians 
building and restoring 

famil ies, churches, 
and communities

When our Study Center was unable 
to operate as usual because of 
COVID19, we began to use the 

Facebook Messenger app. The initial plan 
was to use SNS to communicate with children 
face-to-face via video chat. However, when 
we started using SNS, we realized that only 
a few children in the higher grades have their 
own smartphone and younger students do 
not have smartphones at all. So that was not 
very helpful. Moreover, even when we tried to 
reach out via video chat, many of the target 
children were not connected to the internet. 
So it did not work out as we had planned.

   Eventually, however, we noticed that the chil-
dren would often post “Hi” and “Like” marks 
in a group chat room that had been set up 
on SNS for children. But it wasn’t because 
they had something to do. And for every “Hi” 
post, several other children posted a series 
of “Like” marks. But why did they post in 
the group chat when they did not have any-
thing important to say? What did it mean for 
them to post a “Like” instead of chatting? It 
made me wonder, and it was only later that I 
started to understand.

   This group chat room was like a virtual Study 
Center for children. It seemed that neither 
“Hi” and “Like” was a sign that they had 
anything to do. It was like dropping in at the 
Study Center to see if anyone was there. And 
they got a sense that whenever they dropped 
in, they were accepted as a member of the 

group. It gave them a sense of community! 
That was important for us to notice, because 
our goal is not just to help children with their 
homework, but to provide a safe and loving 
place where they can gather. We want to see 
them through the eyes of the Lord, that is, 
as important individuals whom He has given 
to us to care for. And when they notice they 
are accepted and appreciated as members of 
our Study Center community, we trust that 
they will also become aware of His invitation 
to enter the Kingdom.

   Once school and the Study Center reopened 
in September, the use of SNS changed. The 
children take a picture of their homework and 
post it, and ask for help to do it. Then the 
tutors at the Center, other children, and even 
a high-school student who has graduated 
from the Center, join in to help. 

Often the children post their homework late 
at night. Sometimes I saw some of these 
posts just before going to bed, and I felt I 
could not ignore them, so several times I 
helped them with their homework before 
bedtime. Or it would be nearly midnight and 
some children are chatting on group chat. If 
one of the tutors found out, she would post, 
“Go to bed right now!” When our project 
started, none of us would have imagined 
that one day we would have to tell the Study 
Center children “Go to bed!” but now that is 
part of our activity too.

Shining Stars update by Shino Yada, Shining Stars Project Leader

https://www.jcsintl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/JCS-Bank-Transfer-2019.pdf


We, a JCS team, were excited to go 
on a 6-day trip to learn more about 
the activities of two JCS strategic 

partners (FARM NGO and AID NGO). Our first 
visit was to the FARM Eco Farm field in Tuv 
province; with foreign funding they had planted 
700 cottonwood trees around their field of 12.5 
hectares. Once fully grown, these will act as a 
protective fence.

In Arvaikheer, Uvurkhangai province, we visited 
a FARM tannery project and a sewing center. 
Local people try to increase their income by 
producing school bags, Mongolian traditional 
clothes, mittens for herders, face masks, etc. 
When we went to see a Kitchen Garden pro-
ject (a former JCS project) in Tugrug soum, 
it was encouraging to see how their field has 
increased from 4 to 40 hectares, and how a for-
mer beneficiary, Enkhbaatar, is in charge now. 
He has actually been awarded the title of Best 
Vegetable Grower of Mongolia!

In Khotont soum, Arkhangai province, there is 
a ger fellowship which is supported by AID. A 
young man who works at the local petrol station 
is the leader. He shared that he needs a mentor 
because he realizes that there is still much for 
him to learn. 

When we met with local fellowship leaders, 
they told us how grateful they were for our visit 

and shared their needs. Then we went to visit 
a ger fellowship in Ikhtamir soum, Arkhangai 
province. It was only when we arrived that I 
realized that I had visited that same fellow-
ship with another JCS team four years ago! I 
was impressed by the faith and commitment of 
the leader, Ankhaa. Though she is young, she 
is mature. She shared their need for Sunday 
school materials, music teachers and instru-
ments. They show wisdom by reaching out to 
the community in creative ways, for instance 
by visiting herders and setting up a sewing 
center. 

On the way back, we stopped at some yak 
herders who had lost all their animals during 
the dzud (catastrophic winter conditions) of 
1999-2000. JCS had provided them with 4 
female yaks and 4 baby yaks then. Now they 
have 400 animals! It was wonderful to see 
how past relief made such a difference! 

JCS wants to continue to encourage local fel-
lowships. In spite of the flocks and the dairy 
products, and the gift of the Lord’s beautiful 
scenery, people in the countryside hunger and 
thirst for something deeper. And those who 
minister there need support, encouragement, 
and training. Would you support us or even 
come and join us? JCS has many opportuni-
ties!

An important trip to the countryside                                                                                         
by Odnoo, Communications Officer

E-prayer

Would you like to receive 
the JCS weekly E-prayer?

If so, please write to 
communications@jcsintl.org

 PRAY

JCS news  

We are making 
a JCS calendar for 2021, 

with pictures of 
Mongolian 

people and nature. 
It will make a wonderful 

New Year’s gift. 
The price will be 

set soon.  
If you are interested 

in buying some, 
please write to 

communications@jcsintl.org

JCS calendar 2021

 Calendar


