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by Simon Monster

“I Can Truly Say That 
I am Being Transformed!”                           

Dashka is 21 years old and a 3rd-year Bible College student. He is active in 
children’s work and likes playing soccer. I got to know him 10 months ago; the 
Lord made it very clear that I should offer him to be his mentor. Since then, we 

have been meeting every week.

“When I was 13, my dad died. That was a terrible blow, because he was the only one 
with whom I could talk from heart to heart. I felt terribly lonely. Life became cold, dark 
and meaningless; I could no longer enjoy the things I used to like. Even though I had 
accepted the good news as a child, I never really grasped its full implications, so that I 
had many unanswered questions. That is why in 2016 I decided to go to Bible College. 
During the 1st year I received many answers, for which I am very grateful! In 2017 I 
entrusted myself to the Lord with all my heart.  

Still, the past 2 years have not been easy, especially because no one in my church 
really understands why I study at the Bible College. That is why I have received little 
encouragement. I wanted to be a good leader but felt as if that desire was stuck in a 
vacuum. Although I needed someone willing to listen to me and understand me, some-
one able to answer my questions, someone I could trust, there was no such person. 
But then the Lord fulfilled my longing: Simon offered to be my mentor. That was a gift 
from God! 

The most important thing I have learnt through our mentoring talks is this: although 
I knew that I tried to run away from difficulties by withdrawing into myself, I had no 
idea how to change. Simon has helped me to face problems, surrender them prayer-
fully to the Lord and deal with them in ways that honour him. I have learnt 3 essential 
principles: 

“I felt 
terribly 

lonely. Life 
became cold, 

dark and 
meaning-

less…” 



2

Simon and Dashka. 
Simon is from the 

Netherlands; he teaches 
English to the MTEE staff.

1. AWARENESS [many youths struggle with 
defence mechanisms they have uncon-
sciously adopted; a mentor can help them 
become aware of these. SM]; 

2. OPENNESS [it is important for youth to 
learn to open up about these issues and 
express their feelings first of all to the Lord, 
but also to a mentor, if they have one, or, if 
possible, to a trusted friend. SM]; 

3. SURRENDER [many young people strug-
gle with their feelings, which either para-
lyze them or make them act in wrong ways. 
They need to learn to surrender them to 
the Lord, not just once, but whenever they 
are tempted or feel paralyzed by them: 
“Cast all your cares on Him, because He 
cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). SM]

I often need to apply the 3rd principle  
many times a day, but it really works! 
As a result, my life with the Lord is bear-
ing fruit. My mentor also encourages me 
to open up to others. After my father’s 
death I became taciturn, hiding inside the 
safety of the fence I had put up. Opening 
up and building relationships is not easy 
but compared to a year ago I have grown 
in courage, self-confidence and joy of life. 
Recently, to my own surprise, I heard 
myself saying, “May I share something 
personal about that topic?” in the small 
group of my church. I was able to share 
for 10 minutes and felt comfortable doing 
so. I am so glad! I am also learning to 
accept that I am not worthless but pre-
cious in God’s eyes. I can truly say that 
I am being transformed! I thank the Lord 
for my mentor, my akh [= older brother] 
in the faith.”    

“I Can Truly Say That I am Being Transformed!” continued from p.1

“...I have 
grown in 
courage, 
self-confi-
dence and 
joy of life.” 
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From the Interim Executive Director 

Children and Youth – Our Future
by Laura Schlabach 

teachers, mentors, sports 
coaches or ‘adopted aunties’ 
(like myself), we should be a 
model for children and pour 
out love on them. It is the 
responsibility of ALL of us to 
help each child achieve their 
full potential to serve their 
community and the world.  
THEY are our future.

This edition of Horizons focuses on 
children and youth. It has been 
said, “Children are our future.”  

Although it is not often expressed in 
words, everything children experience 
prepares them for their future. JCS cares 
about children and wants to see them 
reach their full potential. We are happy 
to have programs focused on and volun-
teers working with children of all ages    
– and especially with children that may 
be at a disadvantage. 

Education is seen as a human right. 
But not all children have the same 
opportunity for education. There may 
be external circumstances that hinder a 
child from getting a good start in school 
– or that hinder a child from doing well 
in school.  Study Centers can help these 
children get the boost they need to 
realize they are able to do their school-
work and learn. JCS is pleased that the 
Shining Stars Project was able to branch 
out and start a new Study Center (see 
article on page 6).

Teaching is a challenging job. Not only 
does it involve working with many stu-
dents and subjects, but also dealing with 
administration. Although challenging, it 
is also very rewarding. Jacinda, in her 

first year of teaching, identifies her stu-
dents as her ‘kids’ – what a connection! 
And Manje as a university teacher has 
seen that a “teacher who has the sense 
of calling to be a teacher can make a dif-
ference in the life of the students.” What 
a privilege – and what a responsibility!

Sometimes a child/youth’s experiences 
are not positive and have a negative 
impact on the child/youth’s potential. 
This is when it can be helpful for them to 
have a mentor to understand the aspects 
of their lives they struggle with and deal 
with their problems or challenges (see 
article on pages 1-2).

JCS has projects and volunteers working 
with children and youth. In addition to 
Study Centers, teachers and mentors, 
we have sports projects and activities 
that “include team building and char-
acter training, which often does not 
come naturally to youth…” as reported 
in the 2018 October/November edition 
of Horizons.

It is not only the education system and 
teachers that have a responsibility with 
children. We ALL have a responsibility for 
the children we are in contact with - they 
are our future. Whether we are parents, 

 “Children 
are 

our future.”    
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Mongolia International 
University (MIU) is 
a private university, 

located in the capital city of 
Mongolia. All its courses are 
taught in English, and nearly 
all the teachers are foreign-
ers. I have been teaching in 
MIU since 2014.

It is a great place to work, 
learn, invest, and experience 
life. I am still discovering 
myself there as I improve 
my skills, develop charac-
ter, and build relationship 
with others. I am not just a 
teacher, but also a person, 
listener, coach, guide, coor-
dinator, leader, friend, and 
colleague.

Teachers may be profession-
als because they know the 
methods, approaches, tech-
niques and methodologies; 
besides that, they can have a 
good philosophy of education, 
bring their own principles into 
teaching and may be able 
to motivate young students. 
But I have observed in MIU 
that a person who simply 
has a calling to be a teacher 
can already make a huge 
difference in the life of the 

students. Potential teachers 
at MIU need to be proficient 
in English and have some 
teaching skills in order to 
communicate effectively with 
the students. But the main 
need is for teachers who 
work at MIU for more than 
a few years, so that they 
can build relationships with 
students and influence them 
with the love of the Lord.      

When students come to know 
a teacher very well and feel 
they can trust him or her, 
they will find it easier to 
open their hearts and share 
their joys and concerns. I 
know  teachers who have left 
an indelible, eternal mark on 
some students’ hearts. 

The Student Care Program 
(SCP) requires every stu-
dent to meet with an advi-
sor in their department. This 
SCP provides opportunities 
for each faculty member to 
build a personal relation-
ship and work closely with 
at least 10 to 15 students. 
Meetings can be organized 
either one on one or in a 
group, both on and off cam-
pus. During the meeting, 

teacher and student(s) can 
discuss academic questions 
but also general questions 
of life or personal issues. 
SCP is meant to encourage, 
motivate and assist students 
concerning building life skills 
and good character. Some 
students do not like meet-
ing and talking with teachers 
or other classmates. But for 
others SCP provides an open 
door to reach out to stu-
dents. It has enabled me to 
invite students to my apart-
ment to share a meal, play 
games, and talk about the 
deep issues of life.

Students and teachers come 
from more than 20 different 
nationalities. MIU provides 
many opportunities, not 
only for teachers who want 
to reach out to students in 
general, but also for those 
who feel called to a specific 
nationality or ethnic group! 
“The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; there-
fore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his har-
vest.” Matthew 9:37-38

Teaching Opportunities in MIU   
by Manje Shira 

“...to open 
their hearts 
and share 
their joys 

and 
concerns.”

Manje Shira is from 
India; she started 
teaching English 
at MIU in 2014. 
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“What 
about me? 
What am 
I sacred 

for?” 

I                    am Samuel, a short-
termer from Taiwan. As 
a university student, I 

did four years of ministry to 
teens there. After gradua-
tion last summer, I decided 
to have a gap year, because 
I wanted to find out what 
the Lord’s plan is for me and 
also to expand my vision.

I arrived in Mongolia in 
January, which was a huge 
challenge. It is much colder 
here than in Taiwan, so I 
needed to wear 2 or 3 more 
layers of clothes than local 
people do. Also, there is a big 
language barrier, because 
I do not know Mongolian 
and most Mongolians do 
not speak good English or 
Mandarin.

I am really grateful for so 
many JCSers who have 
helped me settle down and 
explore the area near my 
apartment, have invited me 
for meals, etc. Although 
they had never seen me 
before and although we are 

all from different countries, 
they really made me feel at 
home. When I expressed 
my gratitude, one of them 
replied, “This is also part of 
our Kingdom ministry.” 

I have already got to know 
many JCSers and people 
who work in other organiza-
tions and churches. I would 
like to share one experi-
ence with you that made 
a big impression on me. 
One Thursday evening, I 
went to a meeting of FCS, 
a Christian student group. 
Because I did not under-
stand the Mongolian wor-
ship songs, I kept looking 
at two flags on the wall. 
One was the national flag 
of Mongolia and the other 
was a flag with the words 
‘Fellowship of Campus 
Students’. I did not know 
why, but it made me cry. 
Mongolia is a country with 
many young people; there 
are students everywhere 
in the city. So I felt very 
thankful that there are so 

many opportunities for dif-
ferent organizations to work 
with students and to help 
them transform their lives. 
But I also remembered the 
words: “The harvest is plen-
tiful but the workers are 
few.” I think my tears that 
evening were on the one 
hand tears of thankfulness 
and on the other hand tears 
of sadness.

Finally, I would like to share 
something from a sermon 
I heard. The topic was 
‘Sacred’. The preacher asked 
us to think about this ques-
tion: “What are we sacred 
for?” At that moment, many 
images of experiences dur-
ing my gap year flooded my 
mind. I saw how people I 
have met in many differ-
ent places have consecrat-
ed their lives to serve and 
be witnesses. And I asked 
myself, “What about me? 
What am I sacred for?” 

From Taiwan to Mongolia 
by Samuel Yee Huang

Samuel Yee Huang
is from Taiwan.

He is in Mongolia 
for 3 months.



6

Our “Shining Stars 
Project” has started a 
new Children’s Study 

Center, located in another ger 
district. It is called “Golden 
Stars Center”. We have run our 
Study Center in the Amgalan 
ger district for seven years now, 
helping local school children 
with their homework. We had 
been praying for some years 
how to expand our activities. 
Last autumn I suddenly remem-
bered that my friend Odgerel 
told me some years ago that he 
had been praying about start-
ing a ministry to children, but 
he had been unable to do so. I 
called him and asked if he was 
still praying for the ministry, 
and he said that he was! So 
then, for months we discussed 
how and where to start a new 
Study Center, and finally it was 
launched last January. 

The new Center is open two 
days a week. Every time, two 
workers from Amgalan visit 
and support the activities. For 
Odgerel it was the very first 
time he did this kind of activity 
and it seemed he felt uneasy at 
first. However, the workers from 
Amgalan, who have seven years 
of experience, encouraged him 
and shared their experience 
with him. In fact, it is not easy 
for them to support the new 
Center because it takes one 
hour by bus to go from Amgalan 
to the new Center. In spite of 
that, they feel very encouraged 
themselves that they can use 
their experience to help others! 
Although they are not trained 
teachers but ordinary mothers, 
they show that ordinary moth-
ers are quite capable to pro-
vide basic learning support for 
children.

About 10 children currently 
attend the new Study Center. 
They receive help with their 
homework just like the children 
in the Amgalan Study Center. I 
hope these children will invite 
some of their classmates to 
come to the Center too.

The children in Amgalan also 
know that a new Study Center 
has been opened, and they 
often show interest. Because 
both centers are open on 
Wednesdays, we connected the 
two centers by video app and 
gave greetings to each other.

As for the future, based on the 
implementation results of the 
Golden Stars Center, we hope to 
start a third and a fourth Study 
Center from this summer or 
autumn in other ger districts.

A New Children’s Study Center 
by Shino Yada

“...they can 
use their 

experience 
to help 
others!”

Shino Yada, who is 
from Japan, serves as 
a long-term volunteer 

through JACC.
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To Teach Students and to Be Taught 
by Them in Turn                                        by Jacinda Stephens

Last July, I came back to 
Mongolia for what was 
meant to be a two-week 

trip. My vacation overlapped 
with that of a friend from college 
who had just finished her own 
teaching stint and was about 
to leave Mongolia. Listening to 
her stories about how much 
she loved her ‘kids’ and her life 
in Ulaanbaatar made me truly 
want to share this experience. 
A week later, I had a job offer 
as an AP Literature teacher and 
my own contract for one year.

It took two months in the USA 
to get my work visa. When I 
finally returned to Mongolia, I 
reported to the school the next 
morning at 8.00. That day I 
was shown to my desk and 
given my schedule – a sched-
ule filled with math classes! I 
thought that there had been a 
mistake; not only was this not 
in my contract, but math is not 
my strong suit. After a lot of 
panicking and pleading, I finally 
agreed. The next day, I was 
thrown into a classroom, with-

out training, without another 
teacher present, and with all of 
my zero high-school teaching 
experience.... 

The learning curve has been 
steep (especially with trying to 
remember high-school math). 
Shildeg (the school where I 
teach) aims to prepare students 
for college both in Mongolia and 
the USA, so the majority of 
my students will take the SAT 
(an entrance exam used by 
most colleges and universities 
in the USA to make admission 
decisions). The word ‘ambi-
tious’ would describe almost 
all of them. They have had a 
dream to study in the USA, and 
with that in mind they want all 
of the extra SAT classes that 
my schedule can provide! The 
majority of them believe that 
they will receive more oppor-
tunities through an American 
education. However, the difficul-
ties of finding scholarships and 
financial aid are heavy realities 
that are often on their minds; 
this is another reason why they 

are so determined to receive 
high scores on their exams. 
While this has kept me busy, 
their determination continues to 
inspire me.

From having a very shy 16-year-
old answer a question in class 
for the first time all semester, 
to having my younger students 
run to me to report how they 
did in various competitions, my 
time here has been incredibly 
special. Since my arrival, I have 
faced a multitude of adminis-
tration problems and contract 
breaches. During these times, I 
nostalgically Google-flight back 
to the USA. However, I know 
that I could never do that to 
my ‘kids.’ Though their energy 
and enthusiasm can be tiring, 
it is also what gets me out of 
bed in the morning. I am so 
happy to have been given this 
opportunity not only to teach 
them but also to be taught by 
them in turn.

“I am 
so happy to 
have been 
given this 

opportunity 
not only to 
teach them 
but also to
be taught 
by them in 

turn.”

Jacinda Stephens (on the 
right) is the daughter of Bill 
and Kwai Lin Stephens. She 
grew up in Mongolia and left 
in 2005. In October 2017, 

she returned to Mongolia to 
teach at ‘Shildeg’ school. 



Goings

Samuel Huang from Taiwan will be leaving on 22 April. He has been here for three months. We 
are thankful for his time with us. He has brought a lot of enthusiasm and good cheer to everyone 
and everything he has been involved with. 

Nathaniel and Amber Cheshire with their children will be travelling outside Mongolia for con-
ferences for a few weeks. They return early in May.

Les and Tonia Ebersole and their children plan to leave on Home Assignment on 23 May and 
to return late September. When they come back, Juliana will stay in the USA. She is now 18, has 
nearly finished school and is looking forward to new things in the States.

Comings

In May many of our Board and AGM representatives are coming for meetings.

Opportunities 

New Opportunity in Nutrition Studies for someone with a Master’s or Doctoral degree for placement 
in the School of Public Health of the Mongolian National University of Medical Sciences. The School 
of Public Health is initiating a new Department of Nutrition and is looking for professionally qualified 
people to join them.
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Important Dates

JCS Board Meeting: 
 21 and 22 May, 2019

 
JCS Annual 

General Meeting: 
23 and 24 May, 2019

JCS Annual Retreat:
Tuesday - Saturday 
4 - 8 June, 2019 

Children and  
Youth

• Give thanks that the 
Mongolian football team 
won a silver medal at 

the 15th Special Olympics 
World Summer Games 

in Abu Dhabi, the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Chuka, who is with UB 
United Football, 
led the team.

Before the final, the 
Mongolian team defeated 

New Zealand by 5:4, 
China by 4:0 and 

the Bahamas by 2:1.    

For more information 
click here: 

https://www.montsame.
mn/en/read/183630


