
Skylands
28-Day Prayer Guide

Introducing people groups influenced by Tibetan 
Buddhism in China, Mongolia and Bhutan



Two millennia have passed since the death and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet the huge swathe 
of territory from Mongolia through much of western China 

to Bhutan is still considered a ‘neglected frontier’, home to 
some of the least reached peoples on earth. Least 
reached, because the peoples who live there are, well, 
just plain hard to reach! But why? Even setting aside 
political sensitivities, and language and cultural 

challenges, there are at least three other major factors 
that stand as formidable barriers against the work of the 
Great Commission.

Firstly, consider the terrain. It includes the mountains, 
deserts and steppes of Mongolia, the Tibetan Plateau – 
‘The Roof of  the World’ – in western China, and the 
Himalayas of  Bhutan. High altitudes, hostile climates, 
hazardous travel conditions, sparse populations living in 
remote communities – hardly a recipe for easygoing 
evangelism! A ‘neglected frontier’ it may be, but Jesus 
Christ will yet build His Church here, here in this realm of 
breathtaking scenery, wide-open spaces, and deep blue 
skies. We call it: ‘Skylands’.

The Skylands territory encompasses the countries of 
Mongolia and Bhutan, as well as the Inner Mongolia and 
Tibet Autonomous Regions, and parts of Qinghai, Gansu, 
Sichuan, Chongqing and Yunnan Provinces of China. 
Within this realm the two main people groups are: 
Mongols, of which approx. 3 million are in Mongolia and 6 
million in China, and Tibetans of which there are over 6 
million residing in China. Mongols comprise quite a 
number of  subgroups. Tibetans are divided into 3 main 
ethnolinguistic groups: Central, Amdo and Kham. These 
Tibetans share the same written language but have 
distinct spoken dialects. Mongols and Tibetans share 
quite similar cultures and lifestyles, many being farmers 
or semi-nomadic herders.
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The second major barrier to gospel ministry among 
Skylands peoples is a religion that is common to virtually 
all Tibetans, Mongols and other peoples in the territory. 
They are held in the grip of  Tibetan Buddhism. Buddhism 
spread from India into Tibet and from there into Bhutan in 

t h e 7 t h c e n t u r y A D . 
Mongols first converted to 
Tibetan Buddhism in the 
13th Century, but more 
fully embraced it in the 
16th Century. Tibetan 
Buddhism, also called 
Lamaism, is based on the 
esoter ic myst ic ism of 
Tantra. It incorporates 
many elements common 
to other Buddhist sects but 
also has a few  distinctives, 
such as deep reverence 
for the Dalai Lama - the 

‘god-king’ of  Tibet, and shamanistic and animistic rituals 
adopted from the indigenous folk religion that prevailed in 
the land prior to the introduction of  Buddhism. This blend 
of Buddhism and animism is absolutely ingrained in the 
daily culture and identity of  Tibetan Buddhists. But for the 
grace of  God, it would be inconceivable for them to 
contemplate any other belief system.

The third main barrier to the gospel making inroads to the 
peoples of Skylands is spiritual opposition. Satan has 
held the Skylands peoples under his sway for many 
centuries. He will not surrender his control without a fight. 
The good news is: Jesus Christ is Lord! By His blood, He 
has purchased men for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, including every people 
group represented in Skylands. Satan is a defeated foe. 
Now, by God’s grace and power, we seek to apply the 
victory that Christ has secured. Vital to that is fervent 
intercessory prayer. So, in the words of  J. O. Fraser, CIM 
missionary to the lost Lisu tribes of Yunnan a century ago, 
as he urged his prayer partners: “I am not asking you just 
to give ‘help’ in prayer as a sort of sideline, but I am trying 
to roll the main responsibility of this prayer-warfare on 
you. I want you to take the burden of these people upon 
your shoulders. I want you to wrestle with God for them”.

- A Neglected FrontierSkylands
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People Group Profile
Mongols

The Mongols are a range of  tribal groups that share a 
common heritage, culture and language. Genghis Khan 
united nomadic tribes and formed the Mongol Empire that 

eventually stretched 
from eastern Europe 
to the Pacific. Brutal 
atrocities abounded; 
the Great Wal l of 
China stands as a 
r e m i n d e r o f t h e 
formidable Mongols. 
Yet the Pax Mongolica 
(Mongolian Peace) 
a l l o w e d t r a d e t o 
flourish along the Silk 
Road, while Mongolian 

law  protected religious freedom. Genghis Khan’s court 
included Buddhists, Christians, Muslims and Shamanists. 

Descendants of these mighty warriors can be found in 
many places across Asia to this day, yet most Mongols 
now  live in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region of 
China and in the independent country of Mongolia.  This 
vast, sparsely populated region of high plateau includes 
the Altai Mountains in the west and the Gobi Desert to the 
east. Between these are extensive steppes that support 
immense herds of  livestock. There is a saying: ‘A Mongol 

without a horse is like a bird without wings,’ and indeed 
nomadic herding and good horsemanship is the soul of 
Mongolian life. However a typical Mongol today drives a 
car and lives in a town. But even when settled, Mongols 
have nomadic hearts and yearn for nature, travel and 
exploration.

Typical Mongolian religious life is a mixture of indigenous 
shamanism, nature worship, animistic rituals, reverence 
for Tenger (heaven or blue-sky god) and Tibetan 
Buddhism. Yet due to the influences of communism and 
modern life, many Mongols are non-religious or atheists. 
It was only after the fall of  communism in Mongolia that 
Christianity re-appeared in the 1990s. Now  there are 
reckoned to be tens of thousands of believers around the 
country, which makes it by far the most Christianized part 
of Skylands. Inner Mongolia has multitudes of  Christians 
too, but the vast majority of these are Han Chinese.

PLEASE PRAY
- That the Church in Mongolia will continue to thrive 

and grow, both numerically and in maturity.  
- That foreign workers will partner well with Mongolian 

churches to aid them in their growth and 
development.
- That the gospel will spread from Mongolia to 

Mongols in Inner Mongolia and far beyond.

Horsemen of the Mongolian Steppes
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People Group Profile
Central Tibetans

‘Tibet’ to Tibetan people is a realm 
that extends far beyond the ‘Tibet 
Autonomous Region’ (TAR) of 
China that we see on modern 
maps. Segments of four other 
Chinese provinces are essentially 
Tibetan too, while Tibetan culture 
a l so ex tends i n t o pa r t s o f 
neighboring Nepal, Bhutan and 
India. The cultural heartland of the 
Tibetan world, though, is without 
doubt the western and central 
portions of what is now  the TAR. 
This region, sometimes referred to 
as ‘Ü-Tsang’, boasts the capital 
and spiritual center of Tibet: Lhasa. 
The focal point is the majestic Potala Palace, which, at an 
altitude of  3,700 meters (12,300 feet), is the highest 
ancient palace in the world. It was from here that the Dali 
Lama used to rule. Nearby, the Jokhang Monastery, seat 
of the Gelugpa (Yellow) sect of Tibetan Buddhism, is the 
most hallowed destination for Tibetan Buddhist pilgrims.

Today, more than a million Tibetans live in Ü-Tsang 
territory. They’re commonly known as ‘Central Tibetans’, 
and constitute one of the three main Tibetan ethno-
linguistic groups, Amdo and Kham being the other two. 

Christian outreach among Central Tibetans has mainly 
centered on Lhasa, but converts to Christ are few. Being 

the administrative center of  the 
TAR, Lhasa has a high proportion 
of Han Chinese. A number of 
Chinese churches from the east 
have therefore sent workers to 
Lhasa, but the considerable 
challenges of  reaching out cross-
cultural ly to Tibetans have 
resulted in some of them just 
planting Chinese fellowships 
instead. Nevertheless, there are 
indeed a few  very small groups of 
Tibetan believers in Lhasa as well, 
but due to security fears and 
social pressures there is little 
contact or unity between them.

PLEASE PRAY
- That Central Tibetan disciples of  Christ will receive 

adequate pastoral care and sound Bible teaching. 
- That there will be unity and sweet fellowship between 

both Tibetan and Chinese believers in Lhasa.
- That the Tibetan heartland will one day have many 

thriving, multiplying Tibetan churches bringing glory 
to God.

Cultural Heartland of the Tibetan World
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People Group Profile
Amdo Tibetans

Amdo Tibetans live at the northeast corner of the Tibetan 
Plateau in eastern Qinghai, southwestern Gansu, and 
northern Sichuan provinces of China. Numbering over 
one and a half  million, Amdo is the second of the three 
main Tibetan people groups. Amdo territory was once a 
recognized administrative district of old Tibet, though in 
fact most of it has not been under the direct rule of the 
Dalai Lama’s since the mid-18th century. Local kings or 
warlords ruled Amdo until the People’s Republic of China 
was established in 1949, after which the land was divided 

among the present-day 
provinces. The current, 
exiled 14th Dalai Lama 
is Amdo Tibetan.

The majority of  Amdo 
Tibetans live as farmers 
a n d h e r d s m e n i n 
ruggedly beautiful and 
remote, high altitude 
landscape. As well as 
having the largest lakes 
on the Tibetan plateau, 
much of  Amdo is also 
carpeted with the best 
g r a s s l a n d s i n t h e 
Tibetan world. Situated 

3000-3500 meters above sea level, they are perfect for 
grazing yaks, sheep, goats and horses. Here, Amdo 
herdsmen live semi nomadic lives, while farmers grow 
wheat, barley and canola. Though many nomads have 
been relocated to small resettlement villages, some still 
live in traditional yak wool tents, especially during the 
summer months. 

Over 100 years ago the gospel was brought to the Amdo 
Tibetans by a handful of  missionaries from the West. A 
few  believed in the Lord Jesus at that time and the work 
has continued. Today, still only 0.01% of Amdo Tibetans 
claim allegiance to Christ, while many other Amdo have 
yet to hear a clear presentation of  the gospel at all. The 
believers are scattered across three provinces. Yet, where 
the church exists, Amdo are keen to share the gospel with 
their neighbors. They visit the sick and travel long 
distances to encourage isolated believers. 

PLEASE PRAY
- For a real and lasting breakthrough in gospel work 

and church planting among Amdo Tibetans.
- That individual believers will grow  in their love for 

Christ Jesus and for their neighbors. Pray against 
fear.
- That there will be a fellowship of  believers in every 

prefecture, county and township of Amdo territory.

The Best Grasslands in the Tibetan World
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People Group Profile
Kham Tibetans

Kham is the most geographically diverse region of the 
Tibetan world; a vast territory straddling the eastern part 
of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region, as well as western 
Sichuan, southern Qinghai 
and northwest Yunnan 
provinces of China. That’s 
an area more than twice 
the size of  Sweden or 
California. Some parts are 
high altitude grasslands, 
while others have dense 
evergreen forests. Several 
of Asia’s longest and most 
impor tan t r i ve rs : t he 
Mekong, Yangtze, Yellow 
and Salween, have their headwaters in Kham. These 
mighty rivers and their tributaries cut deep valleys 
between range after range of snow-peaked mountains.

Among such splendid terrain live more than 2 million 
Kham Tibetans. This is the third of  the main Tibetan 
groups, along with the Central and Amdo peoples. As with 
the other groups, Kham Tibetans speak their own 
particular dialect of  Tibetan, and there are many sub 
dialects too. Oral Kham, for the most part, is unintelligible 
to Tibetans from other areas.

Kham Tibetans are traditionally known as the warriors of 
Tibet, and for good reason. Renowned for their bravery, 
marksmanship and horsemanship, the Kham have 
historically bucked against rule from Lhasa to the west and 

against Chinese incursions from the east. 
Kham Tibetans tend to be considerably taller 
and sturdier than other Tibetans. Typically, the 
men have long hair with red or black tassels 
woven in, and their fearsome appearance is 
enhanced all the more by the short sword 
they often have strapped to their waist. 

Being so fiercely protective of their culture 
and lifestyle, as well as deeply devoted to 
Tibetan Buddhism, the Kham have generally 
resisted the gospel thus far. Yet God loves 
these warriors, and their bravado will be no 
barrier to Him!

PLEASE PRAY
- That the Holy Spirit will soften the hearts of Kham 
Tibetans to prepare them for salvation in Christ Jesus.

- That the Lord of the Harvest will send laborers to 
Kham, who can proclaim the gospel in their heart 
language.
- That Kham disciples of Christ will become mighty 

warriors in advancing God’s kingdom.

Warriors of the Tibetan World
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People Group Profile
Jiarong Tibetans

At the edge of the Tibetan Plateau in Sichuan Province, 
China, are a series of jagged mountain ranges. 
Historically, these have marked the boundary between 
Tibetan society to the west and the Chinese to the east. 
This realm is known as the 
‘Ethnic Corridor’; scene of 
migration and trade in times of 
p e a c e , a n d f o r m i d a b l e 
strongholds in times of war. In 
modern-day China it’s home to 
a number of  tribes that are 
distinctly different to the three 
main Tibetan people groups. 
They’re officially classified with 
the Tibetan nationality of China 
due to their location and 
adherence to aspects of 
Tibetan religion and lifestyle. However, these smaller 
groups have unique cultures and ethnic roots, and speak 
an array of non-Tibetan languages. Hence, they tend to 
be dismissed by the principal tribes as not being ‘real 
Tibetans’.

The largest of  these ‘minority’ groups on the fringe of  the 
Tibetan world is the ‘Jiarong’, numbering about 200,000. 
Most Jiarong Tibetans are farmers, eking out a living on 
the terraced mountainsides and narrow  valley floors. 

Some are nomadic herdsmen tending their yak on the 
high ground, while a few live in towns. 

Most Jiarong follow  Tibetan Buddhism and local folk 
religion, while about 10% practice the indigenous Tibetan 
Bön religion. Living as they do at the edge of the Tibetan 

world, under influence by the Chinese 
nearby, it may be that some Jiarong are 
not as deeply devoted to their religion as 
those further inside Tibetan territory. 
Nevertheless, many Jiarong have never 
even heard of  Jesus Christ, and the 
majority of those who have know  very little 
about the way of salvation. Only a handful 
of Jiarong Tibetans have ever come to faith 
in the Lord Jesus. Meanwhile, some of the 
smaller people groups of Sichuan’s Ethnic 
Corridor remain completely unreached, 
and even unengaged by gospel workers.

PLEASE PRAY
- That every Jiarong would have a chance to hear the 

gospel in a way that he or she can understand.
- For healthy, thriving, multiplying churches to be 

planted within reach of every Jiarong Tibetan.
- That God would send out many more gospel workers 

to each people group of Sichuan’s Ethnic Corridor.

Minority Peoples of the Tibetan World
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People Group Profile
Drukpa

Bordering the edge of 
the Tibet Autonomous 
Region on the southern 

slopes of the eastern Himalayas, the Kingdom of Bhutan 
is roughly the size of Switzerland, or half  the size of 
Indiana. It has a population of around 750,000. ‘Bhutan’ in 
the national language is called: ‘Land of the Thunder 
Dragon’, in reference to violent storms that descend upon 
it from the Himalayas during the rainy season. 

The official state religion of Bhutan is a form of  Tantric 
Buddhism, propagated through more than 2000 temples 
and monasteries dotted around the country. Although 
originating from Tibet, Bhutanese Buddhism differs 
significantly in its rituals, liturgy, and monastic 
organization. It’s also marked by elements of indigenous 
animism and shamanism from Bhutan’s pre-Buddhist 
religion. About 75% of Bhutanese follow  the national 
religion, while most of the remainder are Hindus of 

Nepalese origin, residing mainly in the southern fringes of 
the country.

The Buddhist majority of Bhutan, collectively known as 
the ‘Drukpa’, are culturally very similar to Tibetans. The 
predominant subgroup in the west of the country is indeed 
of Tibetan origin, while the main population in the east 
have Indo-Mongoloid roots, but have been assimilated 
into the Drukpa culture. Due to isolationist government 
policies and the spiritual shackles of  Buddhism, Bhutan 
remains one of the least evangelized countries in the 
world. However, there is hope. Converts to Christ among 
the Nepalese peoples in the south are now  reckoned to 
be in the thousands. The number of Christians among 
Drukpa people is relatively small as yet; maybe a few 
hundred nationwide, but growth is still significantly faster 
than among Tibetans. Drukpa believers boldly witness to 
their neighbors, family and friends, and already have a 
vision for reaching Tibetans in India and China.

PLEASE PRAY
- For the demonic deceptions of Buddhism in Bhutan 

to be exposed by the light and truth of the gospel.
- For Drukpa society to be transformed as thriving, 

multiplying churches are established in every district.
- For Drukpa believers to catch the vision of  taking the 

gospel to Tibetans in India and China.
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Buddhists in the Land 
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Life Situations

Though nomadic ways have all but died 
out among Mongols in China, more than 
140,000 families in Mongolia to the north 
still follow  the centuries-old lifestyle of 
their forefathers. The traditional nomad 
dwelling is a round felt tent called a ger 
(yurt). Life can be very harsh, especially 
during the long, bitterly cold winters. 
Following their livestock to find fresh 
pasture, each nomad family will pack up 
their ger and relocate 2-4 times a year. 
This life of ‘no fixed abode’ presents a particular challenge 
to those called to make disciples of  Jesus Christ among 
nomadic Mongols. 

Bayarmaa looked up warily at the approaching jeep as 
she milked the goats by her ger. She was tired after a 
long horse ride. And she was grieving. Her oldest son had 
died 49 days ago in a motorcycle accident. So, today the 
family had rode horseback up to a mountain for a special 
49 day Buddhist ceremony, to help their son achieve a 
better reincarnation.

Two men, a Mongol and a foreigner got out of  the jeep. 
Bayarmaa’s mother immediately came over and invited 
the strangers into the ger. As they entered, Bayarmaa 

pulled her mother aside and asked, 
“Why did you invite them in on such a 
day?” Bayarmaa knew  that she would 
now  have to make tea and possibly 
serve a meal. “See the rain?” her 
mother replied. “This is a good omen; 
they must be good people!”

The Mongol talked about a ‘god’ 
named Jesus. Her mother had never 
heard of this god before, but 
Bayarmaa recalled seeing the ‘Jesus’ 
film back when she was at secondary 
school. After serving bowls of 

steaming salty milky tea, Bayarmaa pointed to the back of 
the ger where a photo of her son had incense and a 
10,000 Tugrik bank note in front of  it. “Can your Jesus 
help our son have a better reincarnation?” she asked.

PLEASE PRAY
- That more and more nomads will have opportunity to 

hear the gospel, and also have open hearts to 
embrace it.

- That gospel workers will commit to revisit nomads time 
& again until they come to faith and maturity in Christ.
- That the Lord will send out many more workers to 

reach the nomads.
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Have a Better Resurrection?
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Life Situations
Medical Needs

For many Tibetans living in 
remote areas of Skylands, there 
are very few  resources for 
medical care. This forces them 
to make arduous and expensive 
journeys to the larger cities. 
Once there, they are often taken 
advantage of by being charged 
exorbitant amounts of  money for 
medication or treatments that 
aren’t truly necessary.

Zhoma was exhausted when 
she, with her husband and her father, finally arrived at the 
hospital after a bumpy 8-hour journey. They’d brought just 
enough money for the surgery to deliver her baby. But 
during the surgery Zhoma needed a blood transfusion, 
unexpectedly. And then the doctor informed the family that 
Zhoma’s baby boy was too small, and he needed to be 
promptly admitted into the ICU. They asked the doctor to 
let the baby die, because all their money had already 
been used up on Zhoma. 

A special fund has been set up by Christians in that city to 
help just such people, who are unable to pay their 
hospital bills. Every year about 40 Tibetan patients are 
blessed by this fund. Local believers help with translation, 

steer them through the difficult medical systems, 
share the gospel with every patient and their 
families, and do follow  up trips to their homes and 
villages. Praise God for this fund and for the 
opportunities it gives.

Zhoma was able to leave the hospital and recover 
in a special guesthouse nearby. This is a facility 
run by Christians in the city for such purposes as 
this. Local believers visited Zhoma and her family 
often as they waited the 2 long weeks before they 
were able to pick up their little boy, Shepde 
(‘Peace’). The relationship with this family 
continues, as believers visit their village and share 
more about Jesus Christ. Praise God for several 

Amdo Tibetan families who have already come to know 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior through this initiative. 

PLEASE PRAY
- For more believers, Chinese and foreign, to take up 

opportunities to help Tibetan patients in the hospitals.
- For open doors to share the gospel with patients & 

their families.
- For committed and effective follow-up once the 

Tibetans have returned to their homeland, to disciple 
those who have come to faith and to continue sowing 
seeds among those who have not yet believed.

Let the Baby Die!
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Life Situations
Effect of Modernization

Once the reservoir is full after the summer rains, the view 
from Dangmu village across the placid waters to the 
snow-peaked mountains beyond is stunning. It’s April now 
though. The valley below  is a muddy eyesore; the water 
level low  enough that rooftops of  the old Dangmu village 
protrude above the surface. Nevertheless, the Jiarong 
Tibetan natives are content with their lot. After all, those 
who were displaced when their valley was dammed were 
amply compensated. Rickety old stone dwellings have 
been replaced with sturdy concrete homes, each large 
enough to be used as a tourist guesthouse. And once the 
new  road is complete next year, busloads of Chinese 
tourists with fat wallets will be passing by on their way to 
the nearby national park. Prosperity, unimaginable just a 
generation ago, is within touching distance. The Dangmu 
villagers still deck their homes with prayer flags and give 
offerings to the mountain god at the family shrine. But 
they’ve caught a glimpse of  the outside world through 
their smartphones and satellite TV. Life is no longer so 
straightforward for Tibetans in modern China.

China continues to develop at a breathtaking pace, 
particularly the ever-expanding urban areas. But even the 
Tibetan hinterland is now  feeling the effect of this 
relentless modernization. Journeys through rugged 
mountain terrain that used to require days on dirt roads 
can now  be covered in a matter of hours along newly built 

highways. Massive civil engineering projects scar the 
landscape and displace communities that were once 
remote and untouched by outsiders. The effect on the 
Tibetan culture and lifestyle is immeasurable. And yet, just 
as Roman roads facilitated the spread of the gospel in the 
1st Century, the Tibetan world is more accessible for 
gospel workers today than ever before in history.

PLEASE PRAY
- That improved living standards will not cause Tibetans 

to become corrupted by greed & lust for money.
- That contact with the outside world will cause 

Tibetans to become increasingly open to new 
concepts, especially the gospel of Jesus Christ.
- That ever-improving infrastructure will enable gospel 

workers to engage more and more Tibetan areas.

Life Is no Longer Straightforward
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Life Situations
Students

Tsetsegee and Bymbadorj are 
students. Both are ethnic Mongols, 
but from two very different countries. 
Tsetsegee studies journalism in 
Ulaanbaatar, capital of Mongolia, 
wh i le Byambador j ma jors in 
agronomy in Inner Mongolia, an 
autonomous region of China.   

Tsetsegee often parties with friends, 
drinking and singing in karaoke 
bars. She’s concerned about her 
future job prospects in Mongolia though. So, she also 
studies Korean, and daydreams of living in South Korea 
one day where city life looks so neat, not chaotic like 
Ulaanbaatar. Tsetsegee has a Christian friend who invites 
her to a fellowship on the campus, but she likes to sleep 
in on Sundays, especially after Saturday night drinking. 
Yet she heard there’s a Korean man in the church, so 
maybe she should go; maybe he can help her get to 
Korea. Tsetsegee’s mom is a Buddhist, and thinks that 
following a ‘foreign’ religion is not good, but her dad’s an 
atheist and reckons that if religious people can help their 
daughter, then go ahead.

Byambadorj is far too studious to care about parties. He’s 
the only one among his friends to attend university. When 

he was little he only spoke his ethnic 
language: Mongolian, but he studied hard 
in school and today excels in Mandarin 
Chinese. He’s interested in a Chinese girl 
but his parents are adamant that he 
should marry a Mongol. His parents are 
Buddhists, and traditional sheepherders, 
a way of life Byambadorj is so glad to 
have escaped from. Byambadorj doesn’t 
have any Christian friends, and has 
never heard of any Mongols becoming 
Christian. Some of the Chinese in a 
nearby dorm have a Bible study, but he 
has no interest. Though his parents’ 

Buddhist rituals seem strange to Byambadorj, he thinks 
maybe he’ll follow  their religion when he’s old, just in case 
they’re right about reincarnation and hell.

PLEASE PRAY
- That Mongol students on both sides of the 

international border will feel the need to look beyond 
study and social outlets to seek spiritual truth. 

- That God will arrange campus ministry workers to 
befriend and share the gospel with Mongols.
- That many Mongol students will come to faith in 

Christ, then take the gospel back to their homelands 
and families.

A Tale of Two Students
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Life Situations
Migrants to Cities

Chen and Yudren got acquainted after moving to a city in 
Sichuan Province. Though ethnic Chinese, Chen grew  up 
in the Tibetan capital, Lhasa, 
and was Buddhist. Yudren, a 
Tibetan lady, was from a rural 
Kham Tibetan area of Sichuan. 
They both had great English 
language ability, and soon made 
friends with foreigners in the 
city. Through this, they each 
separately got to hear the 
gospel, though neither accepted 
it at first. 

Chen and Yudren both fought 
against the gospel story for 
years. Then, after the devastating 2008 Sichuan 
earthquake, a mutual Chinese friend came to faith in 
Christ Jesus. His reason: When everyone else was living 
in fear, only the Christians lovingly reached out to help 
those in need in the aftermath of  the quake. Yet, Chen 
and Yudren still resisted. 

Later, unbeknownst to Chen and Yudren, Christian friends 
set aside a month to pray and fast for their salvation. At 
that time Chen was in emotional turmoil. He’d been 
evaluating his Buddhist faith and had finally decided he 

was no longer Buddhist. Nearly every night that month 
Chen would wake up with only one thing on his mind: 
Jesus. Finally on the night of  the 29th that month, lying 
wide-awake, he relented: “Ok, Jesus. If  this is you, I 

believe, I surrender my life.” In 
the morning Chen called a close 
friend and said; “I think I’m a 
Christian, now.” 

Yudren still has not come to faith 
in Christ. In many ways, she’s 
gone even deeper into her native 
religion, Tibetan Buddhism. 
Today, Yudren and Chen work 
s ide by s ide in the same 
company, one following the Lord, 
and one still driven by her 
cultural identity. 

PLEASE PRAY
- That Yudren and those like her would yet come to 

faith in Christ Jesus and renounce Tibetan Buddhism. 
- That many Tibetans who go to find work or to study 

in cities would be more open to the gospel while 
away from the influence of their homeland.
- That church communities in the cities would have the 

vision and desire to reach out to Tibetan migrants.

Driven by Her Cultural Identity
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Life Situations
Left-behind Children

Nima had to leave school at 16 because his family 
couldn’t afford the fees for high school. He helped around 
the family farm for a few  years, while looking in vain for 
other employment. 

During this time he met Tsemo, who had also dropped out 
of school. They fell in love and soon Tsemo became 
pregnant, so their families promptly arranged a wedding. 
Nima had heard about the opportunities for making good 
money in eastern China. So, once Tsemo had given birth 
to a baby girl, he set out east to a city 3 days’ train 
journey from their Central Tibetan homeland, and soon 
found a job in a factory there. Nima’s ‘success’ convinced 
Tsemo to join him the following year. Their little daughter 
was left with Nima’s parents. 

Today, Nima and Tsemo still work in the factory out east. 
They now  have two children, 8 and 5 years old, being 
raised by the aging grandparents. Nima and Tsemo try to 
visit at New  Year, but it’s a grueling journey and they can’t 
stay for very long. Year-by-year the parent-child bond 
becomes weaker. But at least they’re saving up money so 
that their kids will be able to get a decent education and 
have opportunities that Nima and Tsemo never had. 

Research has consistently shown that family separation, 
such as in the case of Nima and Tsemo, has substantial 

adverse effects on the 
cognitive development 
and psychological well 
being of  the children. 
Tibetan and Mongolian 
families are generally 
close knit, and so parents 
who leave their children 
with other family members 
do not consider this in any 
way harmful to them. They 
just consider the long-term 
b e n e f i t s o f h a v i n g 
s u f f i c i e n t i n c o m e t o 
support their family back 
home. Hence, Skylands 
has multitudes of ‘left-
behind children’.

PLEASE PRAY
- For the health and well being of ‘left-behind children’ 

despite the pain of separation that they face.
- That more and more parents who migrate elsewhere 

for work will find ways to take their children with them.
- That ‘left-behind children’ who feel rejected and 

unloved will come to know  the love of Christ Jesus 
and adoption into God’s family.

Year-by-Year the Bond Becomes Weaker
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Life Situations
Natural Disasters

Tibetans are a beautiful and hardy 
people, well adapted to cope with life 

on the ‘Roof of  the World’, with its head-spinning altitudes, 
scorching sun and winter blizzards. Yet there are other 
natural forces at work there that occur suddenly, without 
warning, to much more devastating effect. The Tibetan 
Plateau is riddled with seismic fault lines, and every so 
often there’s a jarring reminder of how  fragile life is and 
just how  easily it can 
be snuffed out in an 
instant. 

Drolma is a striking 
young Kham Tibetan 
woman with almond 
eyes and dark braided 
hair. Back in 2010 her 
home village in Yushu 
d i s t r i c t , Q i n g h a i 
P r o v i n c e w a s 
destroyed by a terrible 
earthquake. Most of 
the monasteries and 
temples in the area 
also suffered heavy 
damage and many casualties. Drolma was in the 
provincial capital attending university at the time, but her 
whole family was killed when their mud and brick house 
collapsed on them. In the aftermath, Drolma said, “I tell 

my friends here at school that I’m fine. But at night, I lie 
awake in bed crying myself to sleep because I miss my 
family.”

The Yushu disaster came just a couple years after a 
massive earthquake in nearby Sichuan Province, which 
affected a huge swathe of territory including some Tibetan 
districts. Tragic as these events were, there is eternal fruit 
where there was once despair. Along with the swift and 
impressive response from the Chinese authorities, 
Christians from all over China and beyond also mobilized 
to offer help. This had a remarkably unifying effect on the 
Chinese Church, while the Tibetan people became the 
focus of  prayer much more than ever before. God opened 
doors for demonstrations of  holistic love and gospel truth 
to Tibetans in ways that would not have happened if  it had 
not been for the earthquakes.

PLEASE PRAY
- For Tibetans like Drolma, still deeply grieving the loss 

of loved ones. 
- That Tibetans affected by disasters will realize how 

much the Lord Jesus loves them through the words 
and deeds of Christian aid workers.
- That thriving Tibetan churches will be established in 

the very districts that have been reduced to rubble by 
earthquakes.

Earthquake!
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Religion

Monas te r i es a re 
centers of Tibetan 
Buddhist study that 

provide a strong cultural link for people all around the 
Tibetan Buddhist world of  Skylands. Their monks 
and lamas exert a huge influence on surrounding 
communities. Families will gladly send a son to 
the monastery to get an education, but also as an 
‘offering’ - a means of gaining merit. 
 
“When I was about five years old I was on the 
grasslands herding my father’s sheep. Every day 
after sunset I took the sheep to a stone pen near 
our tents. One evening when it became dark, I 
saw  a strange creature with a head like a bearded 
man, but he had small horns on his head and feet 
like a goat. I thought that this strange thing might 
try to steal our sheep, so I chased after it, and it 
quickly jumped head first into a hole in the ground and 
disappeared. 

When I got back to our tent, I told my parents about this 
strange thing that I saw. They said that I had a special gift 
of seeing demons, so they sent me to a monastery to 
study Tibetan Buddhism. 

I was very young; it was the first time I’d slept away from 
home. The elder monk who was supposed to teach me 
was not a nice man. He frightened me. I had always slept 

in our tent with many family members, but he told me that 
I had to sleep alone in the temple room. It had carved 
statues of  protector deities. Those statues were scary, 
and I was not comfortable sleeping in the same room with 

them. That night I saw 
some strange smoke rise 
from a box in the room; I 
could see a head with no 
skin on it. This head was 
like the picture painted on 
a bottle of poison. I ran 
away from that monastery 
and went home to our tent 
on the grasslands. I wish I 
knew  a way to make these 
horrid spirit creatures 
leave me alone.”

PLEASE PRAY
- That the convicting work of  the Holy Spirit will cause 

many monks and lamas in monasteries to become 
disillusioned with their religion of fear.

- That the light & power of the gospel will by God’s 
grace reach into every monastery and deliver those 
held captive by darkness.
- That more and more Tibetan families will become 

reluctant to send their boys to monasteries.

Day 14 Skylands
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Religion

Most communities in the Tibetan Buddhist world have 
resident lamas and monks. Clad in maroon robes, with 
their prayer beads or prayer wheels, they perform rituals 
and give guidance pertaining to all sorts of issues, from 
birth and travel to crop failure and death. According to the 
dominant ‘Yellow  Hat’ sect, a monk must vow  to give up 
secular life and be celibate, thereby committing to a 
Spartan lifestyle and rigorous discipline of  study and 

meditation. Lamas are 
the spiritual leaders and 
masters who instruct 
their disciples in the 
ways of  Buddhism. 
Their portraits adorn the 
homes of  common folk 
who revere them. Yet 
these days i t ’s not 
uncommon for lamas to 
d r i v e a r o u n d i n 
expensive jeeps and 
use the latest technical 
gadgets. 

Danzhen, a soft-spoken 
l a m a i n t h e T i b e t 
Autonomous Region, 
admits that he left his 

robes and lamasery because he was disillusioned with 
the conduct of  his fellow  lamas. They were preaching one 
thing and doing another. Meanwhile his own desire for a 
spouse and a family increased. Though he is now  married 
with two children, he admits that many times he has 
trouble controlling his thoughts, and despairs of ever 
being able to attain Nirvana. He has compassion for his 
fellow  Tibetans but feels helpless against the evil that is 
so prevalent in society. 

Dawa, an ordinary Tibetan man, reckons that the lamas in 
his town are corrupt. They desire the good life, and for 
every rite and ritual they perform, they apply subtle 
pressure so that their devotees give them a ‘good’ 
offering. He does not hold them in high regard and yet is 
helpless to do anything, as it seems to be the normal way 
of lamas. 

PLEASE PRAY
- That those like Danzhen and Dawa will become 

increasingly disillusioned with their faith, which does 
not bring transformation from within. 

- That God-given desire for a genuine, life-changing 
belief system will cause Tibetan Buddhists to 
abandon Buddhism and turn to Christ.
- That the Lord will guide evangelists to those Tibetan 

Buddhists whose hearts are open to the gospel.
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Religion

“The men will become controlled by a spirit and then they 
can stick a long metal skewer through their cheek, and it 
won’t hurt!” Tashi excitedly described the Laru Festival 
where five Amdo Tibetan villages get together at harvest 
time to worship the mountain gods. 

A girl from another area said, “We wanted to move to a 
new  house this summer, but we had to wait. We were 
scared of  the mountain gods. The lama used divination to 
tell us when the most the propitious day would be and we 
had to wait until then, otherwise we would have had bad 
luck in our home. When 
the time was right, the 
men from the village 
came and helped us 
build our new house.”

On one hand, Tibetan 
Buddhists follow  the 
daily treadmill of making 
merit. Prayer beads and 
mantras, spinning prayer 
wheels, hoisting prayer 
flags, and pilgrimages to 
holy sites are all believed 
to accumulate good 
karma toward the next 

incarnation. On the other hand, local animistic folk religion 
seeks more immediate pragmatic benefits in regard to 
crops and livestock, health and fertility, and protection 
from calamity etc. 

Animism is a belief that all physical things have spirits, 
including animals, trees, mountains and rivers, sun, moon 
and stars. These spirits are believed to bring either 
blessing or harm to people, and so are worshipped or 
appeased accordingly. A whole range of elaborate and 
sometimes bizarre occult rituals are prescribed by local 
shamans, seeking to influence the spirit world, and in turn 
affect the quality of  physical life. Many traditional songs 
and colorful dances performed at annual festivals, 
together with more sinister incantations and animal 
sacrifices to arouse demons, have their roots in the 
animistic worldview of the people.

PLEASE PRAY
- That the lies of  Satan in Buddhism and animism will 

be exposed by the light and truth of the gospel. 
- That multitudes of Tibetans, Mongols and other 

Skylands peoples will abandon their false religions 
and bow the knee to the Lord Jesus Christ.
- That traditional songs and dances will one day be 

replaced with ones worshipping the one true God 
alone.
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Religion

Tenzin carefully 
picks his way 

along the steep zigzag footpath toward 
his destination, a cluster of stone houses 
two hours away across the valley. Tenzin 
belongs to the Muya Tibetan tribe, one of 
the unreached peoples of  Sichuan’s 
Ethnic Corridor. He is also a lama of the 
indigenous Bön religion. This involves 
animist-shamanist rituals infused with 
Tibetan Buddhist elements. Today Tenzin 
will preside over the annual ‘Shining the 
Buddha Festival’. 

On Tenzin’s arrival at the village, he 
takes a bag full of the utensils to be used 
in the festival and ritually passes it through the smoke of  a 
juniper fire to purify the contents. Then, he uses a juniper 
twig to sprinkle water from a bowl, to purify the air from 
evil spirits. Next, Tenzin produces a flat-sided stone from 
his bag. Chanting sutras (Buddhist scriptures), he puts 
marks on it before very deliberately hurling it outside the 
village boundary, taking with it all the curses and 
misfortune that beset the village during the previous year.

With growing excitement two large Thangkas, cloth 
Buddha paintings, are unfurled. The climax of  the festival 
has arrived: blood sacrifice. Each family brings an 
offering: a rooster or, from the more wealthy, a goat. 

Tenzin takes these one-by-one and 
slaughters them before the Buddha 
paintings until the ground beneath is 
soaked with blood. 

Though Muya Tibetans are blinded 
by a counterfeit religion, their 
‘Shining the Buddha Festival’ does 
indeed contain pointers toward Old 
Testament rituals of purification, the 
‘scapegoat’, and blood sacrifice in 
worship of the One True God. If only 
they could be shown this, and then 
learn that all these Old Testament 
practices have now  been wonderfully 
superseded by the once-for-all 

sacrifice of the Lamb of God. But who will go and tell them?

PLEASE PRAY
- That evangelists will go to the Muya Tibetans and 

explain God’s Word to them in a way they can 
understand. 

- That many Muya will repent from their false religion and 
by faith trust only in the sacrificial work of Christ Jesus.
- That the Shining the Buddha Festival will become 

obsolete, as thriving churches are established 
among the Muya Tibetans.
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Religion

Although they’re one of the most populous minority 
groups in China, the Tujia still remain relatively unknown 

by the Chinese at large and 
virtually unheard of outside 
of China. They’re sti l l 
mainly a rural population 
with a Buddhist-animist 
worldview. The worship of 
spirits and village gods co-
exist with worship of  clan 
ancestors. As one observer 
remarked, “They seem to 
care more for the dead 
than the living”.

TanTan had always loved celebrating the Lantern Festival 
at Chinese Lunar New  Year, but this year it ended with 
fear and confusion. Though this festival is celebrated all 
around China, TanTan’s rural Tujia village follow  the ways 
of local ancestral and Buddhist beliefs, so on that night 
they placed candles all around their houses to ward off 
evil and invite prosperity for the year ahead. 

Standing outside in the fields with his grandparents, the 
sight of the candles around all the neighboring homes 
looked beautiful in the darkness of  the star-lit winter sky. 
However, it was getting late so his grandmother put 

TanTan to bed. Before his grandfather came in he lit a 
candle to place on the Tujia ancestral altar on the hallway 
wall. He wanted to be sure that the ancestors would 
continue to bring them prosperity, health and long life.

That night, TanTan was woken up by his grandfather’s 
coughing. He couldn’t see a thing as the room was filled 
with darkness. Only as his grandmother carried him to the 
clear air outside TanTan noticed the ancestral altar had 
gone! In its place was the black smoky shadow  of what 
had once been there. The candle his grandfather had 
placed there had fallen and consumed the whole altar in 
flames. TanTan wondered why their ancestors hadn’t 
prevented this. His family had faithfully placed offerings 
and burned incense on the altar every day. Maybe he was 
too young to understand but this confused him. What 
power did these ancestors have if  they couldn’t even 
protect the altar?

PLEASE PRAY
- That the Lord would raise awareness in the hearts of 

His praying people to intercede for the Tujia. 
- That the gospel will spread among the Tujia, turning 

them away from worshipping the dead and into a 
living relationship with Jesus Christ.
- That the Tujia church would multiply numerically and 

grow to maturity in Christ.
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What Power Do the Ancestors Have?

Ancestor Worship



Challenges for Believers

Lamu picks up the phone again and hits the 
number saved to speed dial. “Hi, JieJie [sister in 
Christ], can you pray for me?” Julie asks her 
how  she’s doing and then thoughtfully prays for 
Lamu over the phone. 

Lamu lives a three-day bus ride from the 
nearest big city. She’s in a very remote Kham 
area with no other believers around her. She 
heard about Jesus and came to faith when 
attending a Christian boarding school as a 10-
year-old. She grew  in her faith and still 
maintained a love for prayer and worship until 
she started university. Then, she fell away. The pressure 
of being different from the people and culture around her 
eventually overwhelmed her strength to resist conformity. 
She was a lone sheep among many wolves and began to 
waver in her faith in Christ Jesus. 

Seven years later, Lamu now  works in a government 
position in the remote Kham Tibetan area she grew  up in. 
She still calls Julie regularly to share how  she’s doing and 
she occasionally asks for prayer. Lamu even told Julie—a 
disciple of Jesus—how  she wishes she could have a life 
like hers and a family like hers. Julie and her husband 
make regular trips to her area to build relationships and 
tell others about salvation through Christ Jesus. 

Lamu’s boss asked her 
once whether he should 
be concerned about 
these Christians coming 
and spread ing the i r 
religion. She replied, 
“You don’t have to worry 
about them. They only 
want to help people and 
do good.” Because of her 
government position and 
her history with the Lord 
Jesus, there is now  an 
open door in an area that 
is typically very sensitive 

to foreign influence. Lamu is climbing up the government 
ladder and will soon carry even more influence and 
authority in her region of the Tibetan plateau.

PLEASE PRAY
- That God will give Lamu boldness to openly live out 

her faith again.
- For all believers within Skylands who live in isolation

—that they would be strengthened in their faith and 
be light in their communities.
- For others within the church to go and help shepherd 

isolated believers.
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Challenges for Believers

When my family found out 
that I was a Christian they 

were very upset with me. I was called a traitor to my 
people because I did not participate in the many Buddhist 
rituals in our home. We had a god-room with idols of  the 
past and future Buddha. In front of each idol was an altar 
for putting bowls of water, bowls of tsampa (barley flour) 
and for burning incense. I could no longer do this kind of 
worship. In front of the idols there was a slanted wooden 
bench for doing prostrations, but I stopped doing this kind 
of worship after I started believing in Deliverer Jesus. 

On special religious days our whole family would go to a 
famous Amdo monastery to hear the monks chanting the 
sutras and to watch the masked demon dancers swirling 
around the courtyard in front of the main temple. One day 

a giant brightly colored thangka (painting depicting a 
Tibetan Buddhist deity) was unrolled on the side of  the 
mountain by the monks. Many special worship events 
happened and my family attended them in order to gain 
merit for their next life. 

After I was baptized I didn’t feel comfortable watching 
these rituals, and I sometimes had bad nightmares about 
the demons on the thangkas that hung in that temple. 
These thangka demons would come into my bedroom at 
night; they had a cruel sounding laugh, and they taunted 
me because I did not want to do the worship. When I 
refused to go with my family to these ceremonies, my 
monk brother said that I was shaming the whole family. 
So I went with the family, but I didn’t go inside the temple; 
I stayed outside and asked Deliverer Jesus to help me 
honor my family.

PLEASE PRAY
- That Tibetan believers will have grace and wisdom to 

know how to live out their faith without compromise.
- That the ‘fear tactics’ of demons will only cause 

greater determination in believers to cling to Christ 
Jesus.
- That God would bring whole families, even whole 

communities together out of Buddhism and into His 
kingdom of light and truth. 
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Challenges for Believers

One of the most effective 
w a y s o f  d e r a i l i n g 

indigenous church growth within Skylands would be to 
create unhealthy dependency on outside help, especially 
where money is involved.

Jigme is a former Buddhist monk of the Drukpa people in 
Bhutan. His life began to change while on a trip to 
northern India. There he met two disciples of  Jesus 
Christ, Amdo Tibetans who had left China many years 
earlier. Jigme had heard of Jesus, but was very surprised 
to meet Tibetans who followed this Savior. He listened 
intently to their testimonies, and when the Tibetans 
realized that Jigme was sincerely interested in the gospel, 
they took him to meet a Bhutanese Christian Bible 
teacher. Jigme was fascinated and started reading the 
New  Testament in his Bhutanese national language. In 
due course, he was introduced to some Drukpa Christians 
in Thimphu, capital of  Bhutan, and within a few  months 
Jigme had taken off his monk robes and put his faith in 
the Lord Jesus. 

Jigme needed work, and so a small group of Drukpa 
Christians asked him to join them in setting up a 
theological training center in Thimphu. Jigme was grateful 
to have this job, and to have a group of Christians that he 
could meet with and learn from. However, he soon 
discovered that these Drukpa believers did not agree on 
everything. They had lots of heated debates on 

theological issues, 
and they seemed 
very dependent on 
funding from various 
sources in Europe 
and America. A few 
months later, Jigme 
was beginning to 
question the true 
m o t i v e s o f  h i s 
colleagues. Why did 
they quarrel about 
everything, and why 
were they always so 
busy trying to find 
donors for the small training center? He wished he could 
meet up with the Amdo Tibetan believers again. They’d 
seemed so loving and sincere, and full of hope.

PLEASE PRAY
- That believers in Skylands will by faith look to God to 

meet all their needs, rather than depending on 
outside help in unhealthy ways.

- That foreign agencies will be wise in the way they 
provide help, especially in the use of finance. 

- That Skylands churches will maintain unity through 
all the challenges of living out the Christian faith. 
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Challenges for Believers

“We honestly thought that last years crop would be the 
last we’d ever need to grow”, lamented Lobsang. “After 
all, they told us that Jesus is all-powerful.” The visiting 
evangelist nodded sympathetically as they trekked around 
the edge of the newly sprouting cornfield. ‘Someone else’ 
had been to this village since his previous visit!  

“We were starting to follow  this ‘Jesus’”, Lobsang 
continued. “But the harvest was poor last year, and our 
stocks were gradually running out. And when they came 

back and said we had to 
g i v e t h e m m o n e y t o 
ensure our salvation, that 
was it! Now  we don’t know 
what to believe anymore.”

In the spiritual battle for 
the peoples of Skylands, 
the enemy not only blinds 
people with outright false 
r e l i g i o n : T i b e t a n 
Buddhism, but he also 
subtly deceives those who 
would seek the truth. 
Pseudo-Christian cults, 
such as ‘The Disciples’ cult 
that came to Lobsang’s 

village, are very active in rural China, even among ethnic 
minorities. They have Christian-like teachings and draw 
members by promising physical healing or miraculous 
crop growth to impoverished rural farmers. When no 
healings or prosperity materializes, the ex-followers are 
left confused and can become hardened to the authentic 
gospel since they were misled before.

Such deceptive false teachings, as well as the appeal of 
syncretism, and the struggle of reconciling ethnic identity 
with a ‘foreign’ religion are all weapons Satan uses to 
deter Tibetan Buddhists from becoming true disciples of 
Jesus Christ. As their former belief system and worldview 
is so totally alien to biblical Christianity, it’s therefore all 
the more imperative that Tibetan Buddhists who turn to 
Christ receive regular, devoted follow-up in the form of 
loving pastoral care and sound instruction in God’s Word.

PLEASE PRAY
- That the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and the 

sound proclamation of God’s Word will fill all 
Skylands with truth and light.
- That true followers of  Christ will discern and reject 

false teaching and the temptation to compromise.
- That mission workers in Skylands areas will be 

committed to provide teaching and pastoral care of 
new believers. 
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Ministry

P r i o r t o t h e 
advent of  political 
change in 1990, 

the number of Christians in Mongolia could probably have 
been counted on one hand. But in the decades that have 
followed, literally hundreds of  indigenous Mongol 
churches have been established. Much of this church 
growth came about as believers lovingly ministered to 
those in the grip of various social problems, such as 
alcoholism. 

Ganaa had once been a raging alcoholic, a wife beater, 
and a hardened atheist. In desperation, his wife Enkhee 
took him to be prayed for by a Buddhist lama, but it didn’t 
halt the flow  of  vodka, or the beatings. Mercifully, Enkhee 
heard about a Christian meeting called ‘Celebrate 
Recovery’, set up to help just such people as Ganaa. He 
agreed to go. After months of attendance, Ganaa was 
fully set free from alcohol addiction and became a firm 
believer in Christ Jesus. The two of them joined a church 
fellowship, and before long Enkhee came to faith too. 
Within a year, Ganaa was helping to lead worship, while 
Enkhee served with children’s church.

Later, their pastor urged Ganaa and Enkhee to go to a 
remote, unreached town to share the gospel and help 
plant a church. That meant they would have to move 
there, and their young son would have to go to a rural 
school where the education level was lower. After much 

prayer they decided to visit 
the town. On their arrival, a 
red faced d runk man 
staggered toward them. 
“What are you doing here?” 
he demanded. “We’re here 
to teach people about 
Jesus.” “Jesus! Hah! I don’t 
need another god. I need 
money. Can you help me?” 
“We cannot help you”, 
came the reply, “But Jesus 
can!”
 
Ganaa and Enkhee walked 
through the dusty streets 
and prayed: “Lord, people 

here need You - they need a church. ‘Celebrate Recovery’ 
would be so good here. Please guide us, Lord God.”

PLEASE PRAY
- That many more evangelists and church planters will 

be sent out from Mongolian churches.
- That those in bondage to addictions and other social 

ills will be set free in the mighty name of Jesus.

- That fellowships will yet be planted in the 100 or more 
remote counties of Mongolia still without a church.

Day 23 SkylandsChurch Planting
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Ministry

Dalha is the first in 
her family ever to 
attend high school. 

She loves the culture and traditions of her homeland up in 
the mountains, but at school in the county town Dalha is 
beginning to discover other ways of seeing at things. 

It all started when a classmate showed her a video on her 
phone. It was about a great spiritual leader called ‘Jesus’, 
and to Dalha’s surprise the video was dubbed in her 
Kham Tibetan dialect. She could fully understand it, 
linguistically at least, but the story itself was so strange. 
Dalha was shocked when the hero of the story, such a 
good man, was cruelly put to death, but then she felt 
strangely thrilled when he came back to life again. Dalha 
returned to her village that weekend with a copy of  the 
video on her phone. Her classmate had also given her a 
New  Testament in Tibetan script. Once they were alone, 
Dalha discreetly read some of the scriptures to her 

younger brother and let him watch the video. “My 
classmate invited me to a meeting in town to find out 
more”, she said, “Would you like to go too?”

In the expansive, often remote corners of Skylands, the 
need for media tools to supplement personal evangelism 
and teaching can hardly be overstated. Praise God, the 
Bible is already translated into Mongolian, and the New 
Testament is available in the main Tibetan dialects and 
the national language of Bhutan. Further translation work 
is an ongoing challenge though. Audio Bibles, apps for 
mobile phones and other media tools for evangelism, 
discipleship and Bible training are all being developed. 
And in due course, resources about marriage and family, 
Bible stories for children, and specific theological topics 
all need to be prepared as well.

PLEASE PRAY
- That those developing resources will have spiritual 

insight and wisdom to present Bible truths in ways 
that the Skylands peoples can understand.

- That Bible resources will be produced for every 
language and dialect, and be distributed throughout 
Skylands.

- That the Holy Spirit will work through the written 
Word and other resources to bring many to faith in 
Christ Jesus.
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Ministry

Dorje’s chisel is dull. He carries it over to the smithy, who 
heats it to a glowing red and hammers the tip back to a 
sharp point. The sharper the point, the better the mani 
stones [stone carvings] that are his livelihood. The market 
for the Tibetan mantra carvings has been growing. As 
Tibetans have come into more wealth with the rising 
economic level of  the entire country, they have had more 
discretionary income to spend on idols, god rooms, gold 
prayer wheels and other religious paraphernalia…like 
Dorje’s stone-carved Tibetan mantras. 

A few  years ago, a Jesus follower had the idea to ask 
Dorje to carve something different. He asked Dorje, “Can 
you carve ‘Savior Jesus is Lord?’” Dorje, indifferent to the 
content of his craft, said, “Of course.” A few  years and a 
couple hundred ‘Savior Jesus is Lord’ rocks later, the 
same Jesus follower asked if Dorje needed prayer. He 

said no, but commented that his wife was deathly ill. They 
both went down to Dorje’s house a few  hundred dusty 
meters away. The believer shared with them about the 
power and love of  Jesus and then prayed for Dorje’s wife. 
It was like Peter’s mother-in-law  in the gospel account: 
she got out of  bed and began serving them immediately 
(Matt. 8:14). She felt so much better that the believer 
asked them, “Would you like this power and love to live 
inside you?” Interestingly, the wife was not interested, but 
Dorje was convinced by the reality and authority of  the 
Lord Jesus. He humbly put his faith in the Savior. 

Dorje may still be the only believer in his village. And he 
still carves mani stones. Christians have continued to visit 
him, to encourage him in his faith. And each time he 
recounts the story of how  Jesus Christ healed his wife, 
who is now completely healthy.

PLEASE PRAY
- That Dorje will grow  in knowledge, faith, love and 

maturity as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
- That he will have courage to lay down his business 

and instead lead other Tibetans to know  what has 
been permanently chiseled on his new  heart: that 
‘Savior Jesus is Lord.’

- That God will continue to manifest His power among 
the communities of Skylands.

Day 25 SkylandsMiraculous Signs
Can You Carve ‘Savior Jesus Is Lord’?
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As the Church in China gradually matures, a growing 
number of  Chinese believers are responding to God’s call 
to go to Tibetan areas. This, however, 
h a s l e a d t o s o m e h a r s h a n d 
unexpected lessons that they were little 
prepared for. Naturally, Chinese may 
presume to share the gospel and plant 
churches l ike they do in the i r 
homelands. Sending churches also 
expect their mission workers to make 
converts among Tibetans at the same 
rate that they would among their own 
ethnic people. It’s hard for them to 
understand that a minority group in 
their own country doesn’t speak their language, has a 
totally different culture and worldview, and has such 
strong religious roots that presenting the gospel in the 
‘normal’ way seems to have little effect. Nor do they fully 
grasp the historical reasons why many Tibetans despise 
Chinese.

Mr. Wang and his wife, ethnic Han Chinese, are from 
eastern China, but have come to a university in a western 
province to study the Central Tibetan language. They’d 
sensed God’s call to serve in Lhasa on a trip there once, 
even though they suffered from the high altitude. Now  Mr. 
Wang wrestles with feelings of guilt and shame. Their 

Tibetan is not progressing well. After a year of study they 
still struggle with simple conversations and have not 
made friends with any Tibetans in their city. They’re 
thankful for the financial support they receive from their 

home church, but it’s barely enough 
to live on.  And the expectation upon 
them them to bear ministry ‘fruit’ only 
adds to the mounting pressure they 
feel. The couple have a young son, 
but as they serve God far away from 
their family members, they realize 
how  little they know  about raising 
ch i ldren or mainta in ing the i r 
marriage. They hope to move to a 
Tibetan town next year, but are they 
ready? What would they do in that 

town, and what about schooling for their boy?

PLEASE PRAY
- That the Han Chinese believers will be humble and 

teachable, willing to embrace Tibetan language & 
culture.

- That Chinese workers will receive support from their 
sending churches, not just financial, but also training, 
direction and pastoral care.

- That God will bring healing and reconciliation 
between Chinese and Tibetans through the gospel.

Day 26 SkylandsNational Workers
Harsh and Unexpected Lessons
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The man stood at the 
temple doorway only an 

arm’s length away from my face, staring into my eyes with 
a shocked expression. Based on his reaction, I could only 
surmise that mine was the first white-skinned face he had 
ever seen. Way out here in rural Amdo, this was a 
common situation, but I had never seen such haunting 
eyes before. My heart longed to connect with the person 
behind the stare, to share with him about his Creator who 
loves him, but all I could do was sit there and smile. After 
what seemed like an eternity, the man finally sauntered 
away, spinning his prayer wheel as he went.

Fast-forward a few  years. I now  have a family, and am a 
language student in a large city in China. So much is 
changing, both in my own life and all around in the place I 
now  call home. Yet I still remember the man at the temple. 
I wonder where he is now. Has anyone told him the 
gospel yet? Did he pass away from this world without 
ever hearing the name of Jesus?

It’s hard work, taking care of a family while learning a new 
language and adjusting to a very different culture. I often 
don’t know  whether to laugh or cry at a silly mistake I 
make in my new  life. What keeps me going? What keeps 
me from packing up and returning ‘home’? It’s God’s call 
on my life, the drive to be able to share His love and hope 
in the heart language of  people who have never heard. 
So that one day, the next time I meet a man like my friend 

at the temple, I can shock him even more by opening my 
mouth to speak words of life in his own language.

PLEASE PRAY
- That foreign workers called to Tibetan Buddhist lands 

will by God’s grace adapt well to the new  cultures 
and languages.

- That fascination with foreigners will cause Tibetan 
Buddhists to be open to hearing the gospel from them.

- That the Lord will open doors for foreigners to live, 
serve and bear much fruit among Tibetan Buddhists.

Day 27 SkylandsForeign Workers
God’s Call on My Life
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The ultimate goal in seeing thriving, multiplying churches 
established throughout Skylands is that these churches 
wil l in turn take the 
gospel to other peoples 
and nations. Praise God, 
Mongol believers are 
already reaching out to 
non-Buddhists.

Puje and Bayartsetseg 
eat mutton with their 
friends in a tall Kazakh 
yurt in western Mongolia. 
Kazakhs sharing a meal is very normal, but having close 
trusted Mongol friends such as Puje and Bayartsetseg is 
certainly not. Turkish Muslim teachers working nearby 
urge Kazakhs not to associate closely with Mongols, for 
Mongols are ‘idolatrous Buddhists’ or ‘crusading 
Christians’, not like Muslim Kazakhs. 

Puje used to be Buddhist, but having grown up without a 
father he was drawn to the Christian faith through 
teachings about the Heavenly Father. Meanwhile, 
Bayartsetseg had eschewed Buddhism. She was a 
shaman, and used to make good money from people 
consulting her. Her testimony of  turning from shamanism 
to Christ enthralls both Mongols and Kazakhs. 

Over numerous visits spanning three years, Puje and 
Bayartsetseg have led several Kazakhs to Christ. Kazakh 
believers meet quietly in houses, wary of  men sent from 
imams to beat or verbally harass them. Puje and 

Bayartsetseg’s closest Kazakh friend is 
Zina, a language teacher of  English and 
Russian, who has been following the Lord 
Jesus for two years. 

One day, pouring milky tea, Zina asked, 
“When are you going to move here? We 
always miss you. There’s so much about the 
Bible that we don’t understand. We need 
teachers.” Puje and Bayartsetseg sipped 
tea, deep in thought. “How  would our little 

church support us? We’re outsiders here; could we find 
work? What about our family back home?” Puje finally 
answered, “We’ll pray about this and talk with our pastor.”

PLEASE PRAY
- That Mongol churches will learn how  to select, send 

and support mission workers to other peoples and 
nations.

- That the vision for ‘cross-cultural mission’ will be in 
the DNA of all future Skylands churches.

- That God will be glorified among all nations as He 
builds His Church.

Day 28 SkylandsBeyond Skylands
Mongols Reaching Out to Kazakhs



Next Steps

PRAY   
Use this prayer guide and other materials such as ‘The 
Joshua Project’ website to continue praying for Tibetan 
Buddhists.  Join a prayer group or even start your own. 
GO   
Some mission agencies provide opportunities for short 
and long-term service in certain Tibetan Buddhist areas of 
Asia or in support ministry roles elsewhere.  Do you have 
gifts and skills to serve in this way?
WELCOME   
Some Tibetan Buddhists have emigrated to North 
America, Australasia, Europe and other parts of Asia.  
Pray that God will lead you to reach out to them in your 
own homeland.

MOBILIZE   
Distribute this prayer guide among your Christian contacts 
to raise awareness of the unreached Tibetan Buddhist 
peoples.  Be an advocate for the Great Commission.
LEARN   
Find out more about Tibetan Buddhists so that you can in 
turn be better equipped to inform others. Explore websites 
and books. 
SEND   
Partner with organizations or individuals who are involved 
in ministry to Tibetan Buddhists.  Share your time, money 
and other resources to facilitate their ministries.
For further information, please contact:
skylandsinfo@psmail.net 

Has God given you a particular burden for Tibetan Buddhist peoples? Is He leading you to get further 
involved in His purposes for this ‘neglected frontier’?  Please consider the following ways to respond:

mailto:Skylandsinfo@psmail.net
mailto:Skylandsinfo@psmail.net
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