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In this issue of Horizons, we introduce 
you to some of the JCS work among 
children and youth. 

Les Ebersole is our Eagle Wings Ice 
Hockey coach. In his article, he wrote, 
“I strive to teach a different game... Our 
players know that we do not cheat, not 
individually and not as a team. We are 
teaching our players a higher way.” As a 
coach, Les is teaching his team that win-
ning does not make you a good person. 

Our children’s worker Shino Yada wrote, 
“I believe that through our activities the 
children have not only been learning 
Mongolian grammar and mathematics, 
but also the joy of encouraging a friend 
and the joy of being encouraged by a 
friend.” 
I admire our workers with children and 
youth who patiently grow these young 
lives so that they embrace a different 
vision and different values for them-
selves.  continued on p.2
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Mongolia: A Young Nation continued from p.1

“...children 
are 

humble, 
generous, 

and 
coura-
geous.”  

Mongolia is a very young 
nation; 35% of the total pop-
ulation are under the age of 
18. To encourage more child 
birth, the Parliament amend-
ed a law in 2011 entitled 
“The Medal of the Glorious 
Mother.” Under this law, 
awards are given to moth-
ers who have four or more 
children. According to a local 
news outlet, in 2016 there 
were over 210,000 awar-
dees. The forecast is that 
more babies will be added 
to the population, and the 
population is estimated to 
get younger in the coming 
years. 

With such demographics, JCS 
and other Mongolian part-
ners must look to include 
children and youth work in 
future strategies. For now, 
JCS is pleased that Mongolia 
is actively participating in 
the Global 4/14 Window 
Movement. The goal of the 
movement is to lead chil-
dren between the ages 4 and 
14 to “Reach, Rescue, Root, 
and Release” children into 
a healthy relationship with 
their Savior and serve their 
societies and the world. 

David, Samuel, Daniel, 
Naaman’s servant girl, and 
others are young heroes of 

the Bible; they were agents 
of change for their time. All 
these stories remind us that 
children are humble, gener-
ous, and courageous. Jesus 
accepted a little boy’s gift of 
five loaves and two fishes, 
then used it to feed thou-
sands (John 6). We must 
be more like our Lord by 
accepting whatever children 
and youth can bring and 
by encouraging them to use 
these offerings to their maxi-
mum ability. 

I believe if we serve children 
and youth well, we will see 
many young heroes!
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Our Players Watch and Imitate Our Example
by Les Ebersole

I once saw a two-year-
old holding a lollipop 
stick between her first 

two fingers and puffing on 
it, as if she was smoking.
Why? Young children imi-
tate those around them, 
becoming like those who 
knowingly or unknowingly 
are molding them into the 
person they will become.

It is hard to live counter-
culturally, but as a follower 
of the Lord I strive to teach 
a different game. We win 
hockey tournaments by 
preparing better and being 
more skillful than our oppo-
nents. Our players know 
that we do not cheat, not 
individually and not as a 
team. Because of this, I 
have not always been very 
popular with my players. 
They feel that if other teams 
lie about players’ ages and 
let players play who are too 
old, we should do so too. 
This is the cultural norm 

they have learned. Winning 
is everything, so wrong is 
not wrong if it has the right 
results!

As coaches of youth sports 
we have an awesome 
responsibility. Our players 
are watching us. We are 
knowingly and unknowingly 
molding their values. What 
are we teaching them? 
That the ultimate goal is 
to win and that we will do 
anything to win? That if 
you win, you are a good 
person? Or are we teaching 
them that whether you win 
or not, you are valuable? 
And that winning should 
be the result of preparing 
better and playing a better 
game?

A hockey game is just a 
game, but as a coach I am 
not just teaching a sport, 
but teaching life skills. 
Lying is always wrong, 
even if it benefits our own 

team. Receiving a medal by 
dishonest means would be 
stealing. It would be taking 
something that is not right-
fully ours. I saw anger in 
my players’ eyes; I had to 
hold one player back who 
was ready to fight when he 
was robbed of a win. Their 
desire to right the wrong 
with wrong was the natu-
ral response, but we teach 
our players a higher way! 
“Compete in the way you 
want other teams to com-
pete against you” (Matthew 
7:12 personalized).

Will the young lives we 
have impacted see truth 
through our example? Will 
they imitate us and choose 
the Truth (John 14:6) over 
the way of this world?

 

“Our 
players are 

watching us. 
We are 

knowingly 
and 

unknowingly 
molding 

their 
values....”

Les Ebersole 
from the USA runs 
Eagle Wings, a hockey 
project in Chinggis City.  
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Some weeks ago, one 
of our tutors started 
a new activity for the 

children who come to our 
Study Enhancement Center. 
It is a kind of character 
training, but without any 
special materials. She just 
reads one of the articles 
or good stories she col-
lects from magazines, and 
explains what it means, asks 
the children some questions 
about it and tells them to 
write a short essay on the 
topic. Some children enjoy 
this very much and they ask 
the tutor again and again to 
do this activity with them. 
Sometimes they are more 
eager to do this than their 
homework! 

The topics can be about 
good sides of their own char-
acter, about their dreams, 
about how to help others, 
etc. They become very seri-
ous when they have to write 
their short essays. They 
write things such as: “My 
good side is that I am mod-

est”; “my dream is to make 
our country alcohol-free”; “I 
hope I will be able to help 
someone in trouble”, etc.

Some days after they start-
ed this activity, the children 
decided to write a letter to a 
classmate of theirs. He used 
to attend the Study Center, 
but for some reason he no 
longer comes. He sometimes 
skips classes, plays com-
puter games at an internet 
café even in the middle of 
the night (he is only 9 years 
old!). When he stopped 
coming to the Center, the 
children said, “Just let him 
go!” and they also stopped 
playing with him. However, 
the new activity made them 
change their minds. They 
have found out that there 
are problems in his family. It 
seems that his father is an 
alcoholic, and the family is 
in serious financial trouble. 
His mother works hard and 
seems to be too tired to pay 
attention to her children’s 
education. 

So the children wrote a let-
ter to encourage him not to 
cut classes anymore and to 
come to the Study Center 
again. They went to his ger 
to deliver the letter. 

A week later he came to 
the Center, and he brought 
his younger brother, who is 
in 1st grade, with him! His 
younger brother sometimes 
cuts classes too and is also 
behind.

We are glad that he has come 
again, but of course we do 
not know if he will be able to 
keep up with his classmates 
and stop skipping classes. 
I believe that through our 
project activities, the chil-
dren have not only been 
learning Mongolian grammar 
and mathematics, but also 
the joy of encouraging a 
friend and the joy of being 
encouraged by a friend. I 
hope this will prove to be 
a fruitful and precious life 
experience for them.

Working with Children   by Shino Yada 

“...the joy of 
encouraging 

a friend 
and the joy 

of being 
encouraged 
by a friend.” 

Shino Yada from Japan 
runs Shining Stars, 

a project that includes 
a Study Center to help chil-
dren with their homework.
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In His Grace by Altankhuyag 

A After graduating in 
1995, Myagmarsuren, 
who is usually called 

Miigaa, moved to Uvs province 
with her family to serve the 
people there.

Uvs is one of the poorest 
and most distant provinces of 
Mongolia. For more than 10 
years Miigaa led her church, 
which was the only one in the 
whole province! In addition, 
she set up various social min-
istries in the area. 

She has a true mother’s heart 
for children. Although she 
has five of her own, she is 
always willing to serve other 
children as well. One of the 
most important ministries she 
started is a kindergarten for 
children from the poorest fam-
ilies. Recent statistics show 
that both the number of births 
and the number of orphaned 
children are increasing in Uvs.

In 2010, Miigaa decided to 
start using the church build-
ing as a place for a day-care 
service. She also started a 
farm with the support of local 
parents to provide a regular 

food supply for the day care. 
The local government encour-
aged her to continue the work 
as an official kindergarten 
and advised her to separate 
it from the church. So she 
and other members moved the 
church elsewhere and turned 
the building into a kindergar-
ten. That was the beginning 
of “Grace Kindergarten.” The 
local government only pays 
the teachers’ salaries; the kin-
dergarten has to supply food, 
fuel, and other basic necessi-
ties. Last year it catered for 
about 50 children, only ten 
of whom were able to pay 
the monthly tuition fee. The 
kindergarten is in a ger area, 
where many more families 
want to send their children 
to the kindergarten. 

So Miigaa asked JCS for 
help so that she could 
add an extra room to 
the building. JCS was able 
to raise funds and last winter 
the room was built. Now, 20 
more children have joined the 
kindergarten. Miigaa said, “We 
would really like to develop 
this ministry more. We cur-
rently have 4 to 5 disabled 

children in our kindergarten. 
We are praying that we will 
be able to add a separate 
classroom for those disabled 
children.”

Early in 2018 she wrote, 
“Please send my heartfelt 
thanks to JCS and especially 
those people who have sent us 
support through JCS to add an 
extra room to the kindergarten 
so that we can care for more 
children. It showed great lov-
ing kindness and it was a big 
encouragement to my team.  
It gave us a great opportu-
nity to continue our ministries 
among the children.” 

Miigaa and her family

Children in 
Grace Kindergarten 
in Uvs   

“Now, 20 
more children 
have joined 
the kinder-

garten.” 



Listen to Teens and Affirm Them by Simon Monster 

A large part of the 
Mongolian population 
consists of teens and 

children who will be teens in 
the coming years. Who will 
reach out to those hundreds 
of thousands of teens in effec-
tive ways? How can the church 
train workers with teens? 
Although there are many 
trainings and materials for 
children’s workers, there is 
hardly anything for workers 
with teens. That is why I am 
writing a TEE coursebook for 
Mongolian teens’ workers.

Teens should not be treated 
as little children but not as 
adults either. They learn better 
by seeing, hearing and being 
actively involved than just by 
hearing. This is a challenge for 
teens’ workers: such programs 
are hard to prepare, but more 
interesting and effective! 

Teens are in search of their 
identity. Above all, they should 
find their identity in Christ, but 
they also need positive affir-
mation from others. Mongolian 

parents love their children but 
most of them have not learnt 
to affirm their teens or express 
appreciation. 

So some principles discussed in 
the coursebook are: Ask good 
questions; Listen with your 
ears and your heart; Affirm 
teens by expressing apprecia-
tion when they act in the right 
way or show good character. 

Here are  some testimonies 
of students of the Ministry to 
Teens course I used to teach.
“When my 14-year-old daugh-
ter did not do what I had 
told her to, I would lose my 
temper and not even ask why 
she hadn’t done it. The course 
made me see that I never en-
couraged her, and although  
I often told her to do her 
best at school, I never showed 
real interest in what she had 
learnt! Now I’m trying to apply 
what I have learnt. I should 
not make the kind of demands 
from her that one demands 
from an adult. If I do, it will 
discourage her. I’m trying to 

be a better listener and help 
her understand herself.” 

“I am the father of a teen. I’m 
busy and hardly ever make 
time for him. He’s a good boy 
who goes to church faithfully 
and is actively involved. These 
principles have awakened a 
deep longing in me to find 
time to listen to him, share 
with him, give him hope!”

“During the course, I discov-
ered I did not know my own 
teen son! So I started applying 
the main principles at home. I 
tried hard to create opportuni-
ties to spend time with him, 
ask good questions and listen 
with my heart. Most after-
noons, after he came home 
from school, I made time to 
drink tea with him. He enjoyed 
that! Soon we talked very 
openly. My husband noticed 
that we had grown closer. 
One evening he asked jok-
ingly, “Have you fallen in love 
with him?” I explained what I 
had been trying to achieve and 
then he understood.” 6

“Ask good 
questions; 
Listen with 

your ears and 
your heart; 

Affirm 
teens...” 

 

Simon Monster 
from the Netherlands 

works for TEE Mongolia. 
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Dr. Lydia Choi 
with her Mongolian colleagues 
at Yonsei Friendship Hospital

It has been a blessing for 
us to live in Mongolia, and 
it has been very sad and 
difficult for us to leave 
our church and so many 
beloved people after 15 
years. But we know that 
our homeland is not here, 
but with Jesus. We will 
“meet” through prayer 
here, and we will meet 
someday there with Him. 

Our Time in Mongolia by Paul and Lydia Choi

In 1997, a Korean 
got off the plane at 
Ulaanbaatar Airport 

to work with the Korean 
International Cooperative 
Association (KOICA) as an 
overseas doctor. He did not 
believe that God existed 
and did not know what was 
waiting for him. He had 
come to work at Yonsei 
Friendship Hospital, which 
had been set up by the city 
of Ulaanbaatar and Yonsei 
University Health System 
in South Korea. Soon, he 
was surrounded by many 
medical workers and they 
started praying for him. He 
began to study the Bible, 
just “out of curiosity.” 

The Word shone on him 
and penetrated him in the 
midst of the darkness that 
he did not realize he was 
in. After several months of 
Bible study, he and his wife 
accepted Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. The Lord restored 
their marriage relationship 
and poured great peace 
and joy into their lives and 
the lives of their two little 
daughters. The Word was 
like honey and daily devo-

tion times deepened their 
relationship with the Lord. 
They loved to go to church 
and enjoyed the beauty of 
the Mongolian scenery. It 
was like a honeymoon, a 
period of immersion in the 
Lord. Mongolia became their 
second native country.

The couple received a heart 
to shepherd the lost on the 
medical field. After finish-
ing three years of serv-
ice with KOICA, he spent 
five years at a seminary to 
be grounded in the Word, 
because they knew that it 
was the Word that they 
would need most on the 
field and that it would not 
fail them there. When they 
returned to Mongolia, the 
country had changed dras-
tically. People were busy, 
roads were unclean, traffic 
was getting worse, and the 
economy was starting to 
grow. People showed less 
interest in spiritual things. 
But still, there were sincere 
Mongolian brothers and 
sisters who were pursuing 
God’s kingdom. The couple 
learned a lot from watching 
their Mongolian brothers 

and sisters trust in the Lord 
and live for Him in the midst 
of their relational or finan-
cial difficulties. They were 
able to see the beauty of 
the Mongolian people, not 
just the beauty of nature 
in the country. The couple 
and the Mongolian believ-
ers became real brothers 
and sisters in the Lord, 
caring for and learning 
from each other. When the 
couple went through diffi-
cult times, their Mongolian 
brothers and sisters stood  
with them, praying for 
them and strengthening 
them through the Word. 
When the couple had a 
new baby, bought a house, 
and received awards, their 
Mongolian brothers and sis-
ters rejoiced and celebrated 
with them as if they were 
their own brother and sis-
ter.

This is the story of us 
- Paul and Lydia 
Choi, and our 
daughte rs , 
Jeannie, Sue, 
and Mira.
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What Would You Like to Say?    
by Bert and Elisabeth Mensert

Last year we started 
learning Mongolian lan-
guage and culture. We 

had just arrived in Mongolia, 
and did not know how to speak 
and get in contact with the 
local people. Step by step, 
we learned to speak our first 
words, and got to know people 
at the local market where we 
bought our groceries and veg-
etables. It was helpful that 
we often had the same peo-
ple to talk to, which gave 
us confidence to practice our 
Mongolian.

In the first half year, we learned 
words through hearing and 
repeating. The good thing was 
that we could communicate 
with and understand people 
very quickly. What we noticed 
was that Mongolian is a very 
direct language. We thought 
that it was because of the cold 
weather. In that cold, you do 
not want to spend a lot of time 
being polite; you keep it short 
and simple. We learned to use 
daily, common words, but we 
did not really learn how to 
produce good sentences. 
After 6 months, we had learnt 

our way around the city, had 
connected with a local church, 
had met more Mongolian peo-
ple, and had even made some 
Mongolian friends. We noticed 
that Mongolians are very 
friendly and helpful. We were 
even invited to attend special 
occasions, which made us feel 
part of the family. In a way, 
our weakness (a lack of words 
to say) gave us strength: we 
were learners, and as such, 
easier to approach. We were 
vulnerable and in need of the 
people here, which opened 
doors.  

At this time, we started mak-
ing more sentences, and tried 
to engage in conversation. 
We even started read-
ing simple books. 
Mongolian sen-
tences always have 
the verb at the end, 
so you only know at 
the end of the sentence 
what the action is. That makes 
it harder, but also more excit-
ing. All in all, it is important 
to listen very carefully, other-
wise you may miss an impor-
tant part. During our summer 

break we noticed that it is 
still important to keep learning 
the language in order to build 
deeper relationships. We are 
now in the phase of reading 
and writing, and increasing 
our knowledge of grammar 
and spelling. The combination 
of work and language study 
helps us to put the theory into 
practice straight away. The 
Mongolians have been kind to 
us in giving us a lot of grace, 
which has helped us grow in 
confidence as we use the lan-
guage, and understand more 
of the culture.

 
  

“The 
Mongolians 
have been 
kind to us 

in giving us 
a lot of 

grace...” 
 

Bert and Elisabeth are from 
the Netherlands. Bert now 
works as a consultant for 
Mongolia Asia Reach NGO. 
They both continue to study 
the language.



Goings 
Aphrezo and Sylvia Krose with their children Reuben, Rasivor and Ryan will be traveling to 
Holland for a short Home Assignment in April and return before the end of May.

Comings
Ben and Jody Selin with their children Audrianna, Kaylee, Keean and Aidan will return from 
their Home Assignment early in April.

Julie Cameron is a short-termer from Canada, who is coming in May to see if this is the country 
God is leading her towards for future long-term work. Julie is a nurse and is coming through WMPL 
Canada. Former JCSers Charles and Anita Jackson have been working with her through this process.  
Julie was here first in January 2012 with a short-term team.

Spencer Garner plans to come to Mongolia early in May and stay for the AGM and the celebration 
of the JCS 25th Anniversary.

Many Board and AGM representatives will come to Mongolia for the JCS Board and AGM and the JCS 
25th Anniversary.

9 Children and  
Youth

JCS Board Meeting: 
 22 and 23 May 2018

 
JCS Annual 

General Meeting: 
24 and 25 May 2018

JCS 25th Anniversary:
25 May 2018 

   FootballPlus Mongolia           

A new part-time assistant for Chinzo 
I have recently joined FootballPlus Mongolia to assist Chinzo. This was the Lord’s answer to his 
prayer for a part-timer who would be willing to help. I am 41 years old. 

An ordinary day of training for a bright future
School #33 looks small and the children are young. But size does not matter, because there is 
change as time goes by. It is our hope to expand and to shine. We do understand that our efforts 
and commitment are needed and we are willing to give our best. 
 

Snow event 2018
In February, we had a fun day on the riverbank. Playing football on the ice was extremely enjoyable 
for the children. And of course we had included a meal as well. As you can see, we did not only play 
football. This day helped the children of the club to get to know one another much better. More than 
20 children that came to the event continue to come to our club sessions. 
 

by Erka 

Chinzo and Erka 


