
Eagle Wings Hockey - Initiation to 
Bronze in Three Years’ Time                  
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With 30 seconds left on the 
clock, the Eagle Wings U18 
team (18 years old and under) 

score a goal. With a score of 2-2 the 
whistle blows, then five minutes of 
overtime and the game is still a tie. A 
shootout follows and our goalie does an 
amazing job giving us the win. There is 
nothing like the excitement of seeing the 
guys you have invested so much in give 
110% and succeed. In just three years 
they have moved from barely being able 

to skate to bringing home the first ever 
ice hockey medal for Chinggis City. Two 
weeks later the Eagle Wings U16 team 
find themselves in a shootout as well, 
and again it is against the UB Capital 
Bank’s team. The shootout goes to the 
9th round before the Capitals win the 
match. So we miss the bronze by only 
one goal but everyone is proud to belong 
to the Eagle Wings team, and to be a 
competitor that is respected.
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“There is 
nothing like 

the 
excitement 
of seeing 
the guys 
you have 
invested 

so much in 
give 110% 

and 
succeed.” 
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Sports
in Mongolia

continued on p.2

by Les Ebersole



It was only last year that 
we played five games at the 
National Championship with-
out scoring a single goal. We 
may not have scored at all, 
but you would have thought 
we had won when we played 
a 0-1 game against the gold- 
medal team! This year was 
a different story. Our U18 
team scored 12 goals dur-
ing the championship games 
and the U16 team scored 15 
goals. Next year when we 
take part in a tournament 
or championship, no one 
will laugh anymore at the 
fledgling team from Khentii: 
we now are a team to be 
respected. Why? Because 
the guys did not give up 
but invested three years into 
becoming a hockey team. 

Next year gold or silver can 
be ours if we work hard and 
pull ourselves together.

As the third year is coming 
to an end, I have been doing 
a lot of reflection. Life is 
more than a medal; in a few 
months or years people will 
forget about the medal but 
what will last? Three years 
ago these players were just 
a bunch of rowdy kids. At 
hockey training I passed out 
the gear and counted every-
thing at the end to be sure 
it all came back, but after 
working together for three 
years we have become a 
family. I now go early to 
start a fire in the skate 
shack, the players show up 
and I run home to pick up 

my sons who are on the 
team too. There is trust, we 
are a team. 

Playing sports is more than 
the games, more than the 
medal. Learning to be a team 
player is a life skill that can-
not be underestimated. We 
are a part of many teams: 
our family, our community, 
our work, our country, and 
the list goes on. Do we play 
as if we are the only one who 
counts and run over whoev-
er gets in the way? Or do we 
play like as a team looking 
out for the best of the team, 
sacrificing ourselves for the 
others, for the win? If we 
can impact a few young lives 
in this way, Mongolia will be 
a better place.
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Eagle Wings Hockey continued from p.1

The Hockey Tournament 

for Teens (age groups 

13-14 and 15-16) took 

place on 23-25 January, 

2015 at the UB ICELAND 

new hockey rink in 

Chinggis Square, which 

was built according to 

international standards. 

The picture shows our 

Eagle Wings team (aged 

15-16) playing against 

the Capitals from 

Ulaanbaatar. 

“Playing 
sports is 

more 
than the 
games, 
more 

than the 
medal.” 

The Eagle Wings 
players with 
their coaches 

after the 
tournament



One of the JCS core 
values is “holistic 
growth of nation-

als.” This value guides many 
JCS projects to intention-
ally embrace an integrated 
approach to the mental, 
physical, emotional, spiri-
tual, and social develop-
ment of young people. It 
also involves developing 
head knowledge, skillful 
hands, as well as integrity 
of heart. Sports such as 
football/soccer and hockey 
are projects that aim to 
help young people accom-
plish this holistic growth.  

We are familiar with the 
three Mongolian “manly 
sports” — archery, horse 
racing and wrestling.   
Whereas these traditional 
sports challenge the abil-
ity of individuals, the JCS 

soccer and hockey proj-
ects challenge the abil-
ity to build and work as 
a team. By playing as a 
team, young people are 
challenged to complement 
one another in their skills, 
build relationships of trust, 
encourage one another 
and share their success-
es and failures. Through 
these sports, young people 
are building both social 
and physical skills, as well 
as developing quick minds,  
alertness in split-second 
decision taking and will-
ingness to abide by the 
rules of the game.  

The ultimate goal of sports 
is not just winning or com-
petition but fun, health, 
and “brotherhood.” In most 
things, winning is overrat-
ed! Winning only matters 

in important areas such 
as war or when one has 
to undergo life-threatening 
surgery on the operating 
table.  

Bad habits such as gam-
bling, alcoholism, drug 
and internet addictions 
are seriously damaging 
young lives and society. 
JCS hopes that through 
developing good character 
and good sportsmanship, 
young people can chan-
nel their energy and time 
to worthwhile activities; 
not waste them in street 
loitering, violence, drugs, 
or alcohol. On or off the 
playing field, we can help 
young people achieve bet-
ter things together.  
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From the Executive Director             
by Kwai Lin Stephens

“... developing 

quick minds,  

alertness in 

split-second 

decision-taking 

and willingness 

to abide by 

the rules of 

the game.”  
 

  

Sports - More than Winning 



4

And as we have been think-
ing about the years ahead, 
and various strategies and 
plans, I keep coming back 
to how simple it can be! It is 
often the simple things that 
make a big difference! For 
example: laughter; exer-
cise; scoring a goal; coaches 
as male role models for the 
boys; somewhere warm dur-
ing the winter months; giv-
ing attention to the young 
boys.

These simple things are 
leading to improved self-
confidence, better rela-
tionships, better grades at 
school, and in a few cases 
to players attending Youth 
Alpha courses, and starting 
to come to church.

Here are some quotes from  a 
few of our boys from School 

#17 in Erdenet:

“I used to get angry quickly 
in many situations. Since 
coming to the club I am 
learning to be more tolerant 
and patient.”

“I am now doing my school 
homework and my school 
grades are improving!”

“I used to find it difficult 
to say sorry to other chil-
dren [this is a cultural trait]! 
However, every time I did 
something wrong or said 
something bad my coaches 
have encouraged me to say 
sorry. It is now becoming 
easier, and I understand 
that it is a good thing to say 
I’m sorry.”

“I have stopped using bad 
language and am more 

careful in the way I treat           
others.” 

“I am very close to the 
other players. We are each 
in our own school classes, 
but through the club we 
have become good friends.”

“In general, his relationships 
with other children have 
changed and he is more open 
with them; he is also able to 
express himself more clearly 
as he communicates with 
them.” (a player’s mother)

KholbombogNemex will 
move to Ulaanbaatar in the 
summer.  Will you pray with 
us that by God’s grace new 
relationships will be made 
through football, so that 
more lives and communities 
will be  transformed?

KholbombogNemex 
Mongolia is nearly 
four years old and 

is about to be handed over 
to Mongolian leadership. 
Exciting! We have been 
reflecting about what we 
have been involved in over 
the last years, and plan-
ning and preparing for the 
future. 

We have tried to provide the 
best football experience in 
Erdenet for all those we con-
nect with; from the 6-year-
old boys in our club who 
are learning to play football 
for the first time, through 
to players at Hangarid Club 
who play in the National 
League, and some of whom 
play for the Mongolian 
National Team. It has been a 
privilege to be involved with 
all of these players across 
the spectrum of footballing 
ability. While we do try to 
improve the football skills  of  
our players, we also want to 
see a change in their lives 
and communities, to see 
them grow into faith, and 
gain hope for the future.

KholbombogNemex
by Ian Clark

Ganzo teaching the boys



The sport I like to 
watch and play is 
football. Since I was 

a child, I have been playing 
football with my friends; if 
we could not find a ball, I 
would replace it with a soft-
drink can. Although football 
is a simple sport, I am very 
enthusiastic about it. 

To glorify Jesus Christ is the 
main goal of my life. At the 
top of my life’s to-do list is 
the goal of sharing the gos-

pel with those who do not 
know Christ yet in order to 
make them His disciples.
 
The KholbombogNemex 
MTAG training was the first 
opportunity I had to learn 
how to share the good news 
through my favorite sport. 
Since that time I have felt 
that it is wonderful to be able 
to fulfil my life goal while 
doing what I really like. Then 
in 2013, this dream came 
true and I started to work 

in the KholbombogNemex 
project in Erdenet.

Today the number of people 
interested in watching or 
playing football is increas-
ing rapidly in Mongolia and 
worldwide. So I believe that 
football is the most effective 
way to share kingdom val-
ues with children, teens and 
youths through what they 
are really interested in. That 
is the reason why I work for 
FootballPlus. 
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“The 

Kholbombog

Nemex MTAG 

training was 

the first oppor-

tunity I had to 

learn how to 

share the good 

news through 

my favorite 

sport.”

  
 

 

What Ganzo Has to Say by Ganzorig

Ganzorig and Ian Clark

The boys listening attentively to their coach 
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A. Burenjin, who is 15, has 
been a member of the UB 
United club for 8 years. 
He lives with his parents 
and 5-year-old sister. His 
father used to be bodybuild-
ing trainer and his mother 
works at a noodle pack-
ing factory. Both of them 
encouraged him to attend 
the club; over these years 
he has become more and 
more motivated to improve 
his techniques and skills. He 
is a great fan of Ronaldo, 
the Portuguese professional 
footballer who plays for the 
Spanish club Real Madrid. 
As for the Mongolian nation-
al football players, Burenjin 
supports Puujee, who cur-
rently plays in the nation-
al league. Actually, Puujee 
used to be a UB United play-

er. “Because of attending 
the Boom 2020 Tournament 
I have made lots of friends 
from schools #5, 21, 37 
and 17. A team from school 
#24 is the most challenging 
one for us,” Burenjin said. I 
could see that he was proud 
of having scored 12 goals 
so far in the tournament. 
Attending the club helps him 
to be bold and strong, both 
physically and mentally. His 
dream is to be a football 
champion. 

N. Enkh-Orgil, who is 14, is 
another UB United player; 
he has been with UB United 
for 4 years. He lives with his 
parents, 2 brothers and 1 
sister. His father is a driver 
and his mother is a cook. All 
family members encourage 

him to go to the trainings. 
“Attending the club protects 
me from evil and makes me 
courageous. I practice 2-3 
times a week in summer 
and once a week in winter. I 
usually like to be a forward 
when I play. My big dream 
is to be a football champion 
but I also like painting,” 
he said, as the sweat was 
still running down his face. 
Enkh-Orgil is an enthusiastic 
fan of Messi, an Argentine 
professional footballer, and 
Murun, Mongolia’s first pro-
fessional footballer who now 
plays in Serbia for Macva 
FC. Enkh-Orgil is very grate-
ful for having been able 
to score no fewer than 16 
goals during the Boom 2020 
Tournament!    

The Boom 2020 9th 
Indoor Football tour-
nament began in 

October 24, 2014, with the 
support of the Mayor of 
Ulaanbaatar. It is expect-
ed that the Tournament’s 
Teen Champions will be 
announced in the beginning 
of this month.  

The UB United players have 
been playing with success in 
this Tournament since it was 
started in 2006. Right after 
a team of theirs had finished 
playing against School #96, 
2 of the boys were willing to 
talk with me; although they 
had lost, they were not too 
disappointed.  
 

The Boom 2020 
Indoor Football 
Tournament for 
Teens
by Odnoo 
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There is unknown 
treasure in the 
mountains and val-

leys of Mongolia! Well, 
maybe not literal gold 
(though maybe there is!), 
but the treasure of incred-
ible natural beauty and the 
fingerprints of God waiting 
to be mined for anyone 
willing to put on a pair 
of hiking boots and head 
out.

Just south of Zaisan, in the 
ger camp, is a trail head-
ing up into the mountains. 
It is a beautiful hike: if 
after reaching the top of 
the hill you bear to your 
right down another trail 
a few kilometers, you will 
be rewarded with a bluff 
that looks back over some 
beautiful ridges with great 
shadows. I have been 
there in all four seasons 
and never tire of the diver-
sity of beauty this simple 
hike offers.

If you want a longer hike, 
head out to Manchir and 
the Bogd Khaan mountain, 
about 40 km south-west 
of Ulaanbaatar. There is 
a well-marked trail to the 
top, which is about 1/3 of 
the 22 km-long hike. Then 
go down the other side 
of the mountain, descend-
ing through the boulder 
fields and the forest, and 
go toward the river, skirt-
ing the Sky resort. That is 
definitely a bit more chal-
lenging. But if you want a 
leisurely hike, have lunch 
at the top, take some pic-
tures and then go back 
down the way you came 
up. If you do this trail in 
the middle of June, there is 
a good chance you will be 
rewarded with an incred-
ible sea of dazzling wild 
flowers of multiple colors  
before reaching the top!

When I show pictures of 
these meadows of dazzling 

wild flowers against the 
deep blue Mongolian sky 
to Mongolians or even for-
eigners whose only times 
in Mongolia have been 
in winter or early spring, 
they cannot believe those 
pictures were taken in 
Mongolia! Treasure awaits 
you, go hiking! In addition, 
hiking not only refreshes 
your body but also your 
soul as you take in the 
wonder of God’s creation! 
And these hikes are eas-
ily managed as one-day 
excursions close to UB!

But for those of you with 
a little more time, Lake 
Khuvsgul with the new 
road connecting it with 
Ulaanbaatar, is only about 
15 hours away! You will 
be hard pressed to find 
a more pristine area in 
Mongolia. The deep dark 
blue of the lake contrast-
ing with the snowcapped 
mountains covered with 

“... hiking 
not only 
refreshes 
your body 
but also 

your soul as 
you 

take in 
the 

wonder 
of God’s 

creation!” 

 

The Unknown Treasure by John Koehler

continued on p.8

John on the top 
of Mongolia’s highest 

mountain in Bayan-Ulgii
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trees is hard to beat. There 
are trails galore and if 
you want to take on more 
adventure, rent a guide 
with horses and journey up 
into the mountains to visit 
the reindeer people there. 
If you are a long-termer in 
Mongolia, I would suggest 
you make this a must at 
some time during your stay 
in Mongolia. And instead 
of staying in one of the 
big commercial ger camps, 
why not look for one of 
the small “Mom and Pop” 
run camps where you are 
guaranteed some delightful 

times with the family that 
runs the camp.

Finally, for the super-adven-
turous, there is Huiten 
mountain in the province 
of Bayan-Ulgii, the highest 
mountain in Mongolia. I 
must add that even get-
ting there requires one to 
have an adventurous spirit 
to begin with! This is not 
for the novice hiker: you 
will need ice axes, ropes, 
crampons and some very 
fit legs! But even if you 
do not hike to the top, 
the beauty of this area is 

breathtaking!

I have had the privilege 
to visit, hike around and 
photograph all the places 
mentioned in this article. 
These adventurous hikes 
have refreshed me and 
deepened my appreciation 
for the beauty of Mongolia, 
the people of Mongolia, but 
most of all have left me 
in awe of the incredible 
creativity of our God. So 
go and find the treasures 
of this country waiting to 
refresh you! 

“...there is 
Huiten moun-

tain in the 
province of 
Bayan-Ulgii, 
the highest 
mountain in 
Mongolia. I 

must add that 
even getting 

there requires 
one to have 
an adventur-
ous spirit to 
begin with!” 

                      

The Unknown Treasure - continued from p.7

The natural beauty 
 of Bayan-Ulgii

View from John’s tent 
in Bayan-Ulgii
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My Time in Mongolia   

As I reflect on my 
time in Mongolia, 
working in the ice 

hockey program in Chinggis 
City, I am super excited at 
everything that has been 
accomplished in the pro-
gram. Not only have the 
players become hockey 
athletes but they have also 
become teachers of the 
sport. It has been exciting 
to watch them learn and 
develop in the sport as well 
as teach others the skills 
needed for hockey. 
  
The friendships that have 
developed through the 
hockey program have been 
great; it has been such 
a pleasure to work with 
the players and to mentor 
them as best as I could 
on and off the ice. The 

language barrier was a big 
challenge in this respect! 
It is amazing, though, how 
a sport can break down 
the barriers of language, 
nationality and class. So 
many life lessons can be 
taught on the ice as well as 
fun moments had while all 
involved grow into a real 
team and learn to work 
together, go through heart-
breaking tough losses or 
the joy of coming out on 
top with a win. 

It was a privilege to have 
the hockey teams com-
pete in the Mongolian 
Hockey Federation Youth 
Tournaments in the 
2013/2014 and 2014/2015 
hockey seasons. It was a 
great experience for the 
players and coaches. They 

met and befriended many 
other hockey players who 
share their passion for 
the game. As a coach, I 
had a fantastic opportu-
nity to make friendships 
with the Mongolian Hockey 
Federation people. It was 
really cool to hear their 
dreams and passions for 
the hockey program in 
Mongolia. 

Yes, it really has been a 
joy to be involved in the 
Eagle Wings hockey proj-
ect. It has been worth all 
the tough times that have 
come our way. As I have 
already said, I am thank-
ful for the progress that 
has been made and am 
excited to see where the 
program will be in 5 years 
from now. 

by coach Marcus Clemmer

“It is 
amazing, 
though, 

how 
a sport 

can 
break 
down 

the barriers 
of 

language, 
race 

and class.”

Marcus on the 
UBS TV Sports 
News program, 

talking about the 
Eagle Wings 

hockey activities 
and his work  
in Mongolia 

The teams taking part 
in the tournament: 
Bugant (Selenge), 

Capitals (UB),
 Eagle Wings (Khentii), 

Hangarid (Erdenet), 
Mobicom (UB), 

Sound of Mongolia (UB), 
Transwest (Darkhan), 

and 
Zuunkharaa (Selenge) 

in front of
Parliament House



Joint Christian Services 
(JCS) is looking for a 
new Executive Director 

by May 2016.

This person, male or female, 
should have experience in 
cross-cultural mission work, 
preferably in, but not limited 
to, Mongolia. The Executive 
Director must be a mature 
Christian who can provide 
spiritual leadership for the 
organization and has skills 
and experience in adminis-
tration.  It would be good 
if they can start orientation 
before May 2016. The JCS 
ED is normally elected for a 
4-year term.

JCS is a consortium of 
Christian organisations 
who share the Good News 
with the people of Mongolia 
by working with them to 
achieve their full, God-given 
potential through develop-
ment, relief, and encourag-
ing the planting, growth, 

development and unity of 
indigenous churches.  “We 
are liked-minded mission 
agencies from all continents, 
– a model of Christian unity 
in diversity” (for more infor-
mation visit our website 
www.jcsintl.org).

The new Executive Director 
should be able to relate to 
and work with people from a 
diversity of backgrounds (the 
JCS expatriate staff includes 
people from 14 countries). 
As an administrator, the 
Executive Director not only 
oversees and facilitates the 
operations of the organiza-
tion, but should have the 
ability to see the big picture, 
give strategic guidance and 
implement vision. 

Our strategies have 
been focused intention-
ally on working alongside 
Mongolians to empower 
them to know God’s will and 
see it accomplished in their 

lives and in their nation.  Our 
in-country registration is as 
a relief and development 
organization. We have done 
this in the past by imple-
menting projects or provid-
ing professional volunteers 
for our strategic partners.

Over the last 5 years we 
have seen a shift from work-
ing through relief projects 
to development and support 
of Mongolians in leadership.  
We would therefore want a 
new Executive Director to 
be sensitive to good ways 
of supporting Mongolians 
and the national organiza-
tions they lead. This would 
also include seeing more 
Mongolian involvement in 
JCS leadership and strategic 
development.

DEADLINES FOR 
APPLICATION —  
APRIL 30, 2015
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JCS MONGOLIA
Executive Director Search

Our Vision is 
to See Mongolians Building and Restoring 

Families, Churches and Communities

For More Information or if you know of someone we should consider or if you yourself are interested, 
please contact the JCS ED Search Committee Chair, Rob Lewis: canada@wmpl.org



Important dates
JCS Board Meeting 

and AGM 
26-29 May

JCS Retreat 
30 May – 2 June

Comings
Spencer and Pat Garner are coming in May for up to three months. 

Many JCS Member Organization representatives will be in Mongolia for the Board and AGM 
(26-29 May); some will be staying for the JCS Retreat (30 May - 2 June).

Goings 
The Ebersole family will go on Home Assignment in May and plan to return in September.

Emily Gruber, a short-termer from the USA, will leave late in April. We thank her for her 
time with JCS in Mongolia.

Shauna Spence plans to leave Mongolia in May to prepare for the birth of their fourth 
child. Jeff and the children will join her later closer to the time of birth.

Gillian Parker will make a short trip to Canada for some training in May.

Anne Biro is planning to go on a trip to India in April.
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JCS Hike in March

Sports
in Mongolia


